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View from the Tree Tops  

We are entering the darkest time of the year, with such 

short and cloudy days. But don’t despair, come Decem-

ber 21 we reach the winter solstice which means days 

start slowly to lengthen. This is a perfect time to hunker 

down with a good book about trees. Here are a few we 

thought of: The Man Who Planted Trees by Jean 

Giono; The Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohllebeen, 

Between Earth and Sky: Our Intimate Connections to 

Trees by Nalini Nadkarni, The Overstory by Richard 

Powers, The Wild Trees: A Story of Passion and Daring 

by Richard Preston and Reading the Forested Land-

scape by Tom Wessels. For the kids amongst us there’s 

The Lorax by Dr. Seuss and The Giving Tree by Shel 

Silverstein. If you are the type that wants to get out and 

do something, how about learning to id trees in winter. 

Here’s a link for iding trees based on bark: https://ex-

tension.unh.edu/blog/bark-great-way-identify-trees-

winter  You can also delve more deeply into this subject 

and learn the distinguishing characters of trees based on 

the buds. Here’s a site to start on that: 

www.uwsp.edu/cnr-ap/leaf/Documents/LEAFWinter-

TreeIDKey.pdf    We also recently updated the resource 

page on our website. You can find lots of great links and 

books about trees there: https://branchoutburling-

ton.org/resources/tree-identification/  

If you have a favorite tree-related book, 

let us know and we will share it with others.  
 

Margaret Skinner, President 

  

 

Our Feature Photo. Setting sun on a 

late fall day in Vermont, marking the end 

of summer and the advent of winter.  

by Wally Allen, Shelburne Farms 

A Contest for  

Young Writers and Artists  
 

BOB! has teamed up with the Young Writers Project 
(YWP) to hold a contest for young people showcasing 
their artistic talents in celebration of trees. The contest 
runs from Jan. 1 – Feb. 28, 2021. We are asking young 
people to share their passion about an individual tree in the 
medium of their choice, be it poetry, prose or song, pho-
tography, video, drawing or painting.  Please encourage 
your young family members and friends to enter and 
maybe win a prize.  
 

To learn more, go to: 

https://youngwritersproject.org/trees  
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Board Updates 
 

Our annual meeting was held online on Dec. 3. It 
was a far less festive event than in years past. Our 
2020 Awesome Tree Contest was canceled due to 
the pandemic so there was no award ceremony, 
the highlight of past meetings. Several awards 
were given out to individuals who have made 
contributions to our urban forest: 
 

Ann Milovsoroff: Gold Leaf Award for Ser-
vice. Ann grew up in Vermont, exploring the 
woods and fields, always fascinated by views and 
trees. She received a Master's in Landscape Archi-
tecture at Univ. of Guelph in Ontario, and 
worked in Newfoundland for several years, then 
as the Garfield Weston landscape architect at the 
Royal Botanical Gardens in Ontario. She returned 
to Vermont and continued to work as a landscape 
architect until retirement. She has served on the 
boards of the UVM Horticultural Farm and 
Branch Out Burlington!, and is currently a member 
of the Shelburne Town Tree Committee. 

 

Do you know of a school, museum or public space 
that needs a tree to make their space more beautiful?  
 

Now is the time to plan for tree planting in 2021. 
Every year, BOB! gives away over 20 trees from our tree sale 
to local schools, towns and non-profit organizations who 
have space for one. If you know an organization who could 
use one, contact Steve Rivard at reevesovnt@aol.com to ap-
ply. 

Barbara Mines: Gold Leaf 
Award for Service. Barbara 
served on the BOB! board as 
scribe from 1996-2020. She always 
loved nature and animals and it 
was important to her to give back 
to causes she cares about. Because 
of her love of animals, in 2012 
she began volunteering with 
Green Mountain Animal Defend-
ers, an animal protection organiza-
tion, and is now on the board. She 
spends lots of time with her cats. 
 

The following Board of Directors and Officers were 
voted in for 2021: President: Margaret Skinner; Vice 
president: Kyle Albee; Treasurer: Karla Ferrelli; Sec-
retary: Maggie Citarella; Board of Directors: Bill Al-
len, Warren Spinner, Steve Rivard, Jacob Holzberg-
Pill, and Nancy Knox.  
 

BOB! accomplishments for 2020 were reviewed (see 
list on our website). The treasurer’s report and up-
dates from various committees were presented. Reg-
ular monthly meetings will be held on the second 
Tuesday of the month from 6:00 – 8:00 pm. All are 
welcome. The next meeting is scheduled for January 
12, 2021. Contact Margaret Skinner, 802-656-5440, 
mskinner@uvm.edu for details.  
 

We are very pleased that she has also agreed to serve as BOB!’s 
secretary. She recently completed a Master’s Degree in Parks, Rec-
reation and Tourism from Clemson Univ. There she worked for 
TreesUpstate, a Greenville, SC community forestry nonprofit. 

Maggie Citarella: Latest Greatest Volun-
teer. Though Maggie only moved to the Bur-
lington area this spring, she quickly jumped in 
with both hands at the nursery. She brings 
youth and incredible IT skills to the group. 
She helps edit and format our newsletters and 
is preparing profiles for all the trees we are 
growing in the nursery. That will allow Bur-
lington residents to learn more about the 
trees growing in front of their homes. 

Tessa McGann has volunteered 

with BOB! for a little over a year 

while she pursues a Masters in for-

est science at UVM. She hails from 

Connecticut, where her love of na-

ture grew while playing in the giant 

backyard Japanese maple and 

nearby city park. After studying ge-

ology as an undergrad, a 6-mo stint 

on a chainsaw crew in Denver, CO 

opened her eyes to the complexity 

and joy of caring for trees in urban 

and rural wild spaces.  

Who Are We? 
 

Missing New England, Tessa moved to Vermont 3 years ago. 

She’s spent her time running nature programs at a state park, 

working for an arborist, and volunteering with several urban for-

estry groups. Now she researches how urban and rural foresters 

are adapting to climate change in the Northeast, as she considers 

her own way forward helping people connect to and care for 

trees in the face of global change. With BOB!, she has focused 

on outreach, most recently helping with the Celebration of Trees 

Contest in partnership with the Young Writers Project. You can 

reach Tessa at tmcgann@uvm.edu, or perhaps you’ll spot her 

admiring the street trees on her long strolls through the Old 

North End.  
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One of My Favorite Trees 

Margaret Skinner, A BOB!  Member 

 

The tree I remember best is the quintessential big old 
sugar maple in front of my childhood home in Dorset 
(VT). That tree was old 60 years ago when I was young. 
Back then every house had a sugar maple in front, along 
with a lilac bush by the porch. This maple wasn’t a spec-
imen tree of great beauty and form, but served many 
valiant purposes for me. It supplied a perfect strong 
branch to hold a rope swing to while away the hours, 
and dropped an abundance of leaves I raked up to jump 
in or construct rooms in my imaginary house. It endured 
buckets hung to collect sap for boiling into syrup. Most 
important of all though was the low hanging branch that 
enabled me to swing up into its canopy following after 
my older brother. I HAD to climb just as high as he did. I 
know my mother watched at the window in horror, but 
let me do it anyway. Thankfully this tree positioned its 
branches at perfect distances so I could reach the very 
top, where I had a grand view of the world around me. I 
carved my initials, and those of a true love in the trunk 
at the highest place I could reach. I can’t remember now 
who that might have been. Though I have since devel-
oped a bit of a fear of heights, I still feel quite safe when 
gripping the trunk at the top of a tall tree. I attribute 
that fearlessness to my early experience with this tree. 
 

Who knows who planted “my” maple tree. It must have 
been over 100 years old when I knew it, and it has been 
almost 50 years since I lived there. What a surprise to 
learn that this tree still stands today. The owners have 
resisted the temptation to replace it with a young, well-
formed designer tree. As an ardent planter of trees, 
there’s a saying I always liked: “All power to the one 
who plants a tree, whose shade they will never sit un-
der.” However, I believe even more power goes to those 
who protect these grand old trees that have withstood 
the test of time and human pressure.  So, thanks to the 
Pothin’s who have let this old master stand. Know that it 
is one of my favorite trees for which I, and my brother, 
have many fond memories.  
 
If any reader has a tree-related story, thought or im-

age, send it to Bill Allen <ballen@hineshort.com> 
 

We may include it in our next newsletter. 

Burlington’s 

Whispering 

Giant 

His life’s goal was to carve a sculpture depicting a Na-

tive American in every state to honor their cultures. 

He selected Battery Park in Burlington as the site for 

his Vermont presence. Sadly, the weather has taken its 

toll on our Whispering Giant. Last year several BOB! 

members investigated options for protecting it, but 

the initiative succumbed to city red tape. Additional 

chunks of the feather fell to the ground this fall. Who 

knows how long it will remain standing. Cindi Wight, 

Director of the Burlington Parks Dept., says they and 

Burlington City Arts have set aside funds to work on 

it someday.  In the meantime, you may want to visit it 

while it still stands. To learn more about these sculp-

tures, go to: https://en.wikipe-

dia.org/wiki/Trail_of_the_Whispering_Giants   

As you may know, Bur-

lington has been the 

home of one of the US’s 

Whispering Giants. Back 

in 1984, Peter Wolf Toth 

carved a 34-ft sculpture 

from a red oak harvested 

in Dummerston, VT. 

Margaret’s Maple in Dorset, VT 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trail_of_the_Whispering_Giants
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Profiles of Courage, Beauty and Fruitfullness 

Here are descriptions of two of the tree selections we are offering in our 2021 Tree Sale. 

Scientific name: Prunus persica 'Reliance' 

The ‘Reliance’ peach is a medium-sized, deciduous tree with a 

rounded growth form. ‘Reliance’ is the hardiest, yellow-fleshed, free-

stone peach available. This tree grows to a height of 15–20 ft and a 

width of 8-10 ft. Its soft, fragrant, pink flowers appear in spring, and 

produces medium to large fruit with a rather dull blush over green-

yellow color. The flesh is bright yellow, rather soft, and juicy. Fruit 

ripens in summer. This tree is self-fruitful or self-pollinating, so an 

additional pollinator tree is not required.  It is attractive to birds and 

squirrels. ‘Reliance’ is noted for its cold hardiness. It is a great tree 

for a sunny spot in the yard and needs full sun. It grows in plant har-

diness zones 5-8.  

Reliance Peach 

Additional Information: 

http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=261706&ispro-

file=1&basic=Prunus%20persica  https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plant-

finder/prunus_persica_reliance--peach 

Tis the season of giving 
 

At a loss for what to get a loved one who has everything? Why not give them a gift that 
keeps on growing? BOB! has the Give-A-Tree program for that! For $130 you can contribute to the planting of 

trees in Burlington, to make it a greener, healthier and more beautiful place. The donation is used to purchase and 
care for a tree grown in our community tree nursery. After receiving loving care from our volunteers, the tree is 
planted in its final home along a Burlington street or in one of our city parks. The city Parks Department will take 
over the long-term care of the tree when it leaves the nursery. You will receive a personalized certificate acknowledg-
ing the gift, signed by the BOB! president to give to your loved one. To learn more about the program, go to: Give-a-
Tree Program - Branch Out Burlington! or contact Margaret Skinner, mskinner@uvm.edu; 802-656-5440. 
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Scientific name: Prunus persica 'Reliance' 

‘Mount Royal’ is a hardy, blue European plum that has 

a moderate growth rate. This small, deciduous tree is a 

freestone plum with a rounded, open growth form. It 

reaches 8-12 ft in height and 10 ft in width. The showy, 

fragrant, white flowers appear in early May, and fruit 

ripens in late August. The small, round fruit have blu-

ish black skin. The greenish yellow flesh is tender and 

juicy. Fruits are sweet and good when eaten fresh off 

the tree and is excellent for dessert, jam, preserves, or 

drying. This tree is self-fruitful or self-pollinating, so 

an additional pollinator tree is not required. Dark 

green leaves turn yellow in the fall. Historically, 

‘Mount Royal’ originated in Canada from crosses of 

plum seedlings by settlers near Montreal. While many 

did not survive, ‘Mount Royal’ thrived in this cold cli-

mate. Its expected lifespan is 40 years. It is excellent in 

an orchard, yard, edible garden, or as a specimen tree. 

It tolerates urban conditions, various soil types, and 

most pH levels, but needs full sun. It grows in plant 

hardiness zones 4-7. 

Mount Royal Plum 

Additional Information: 

• https://trees.umn.edu/mount-royal-plum-prunus-mount-royal  

• https://www.extension.iastate.edu/smallfarms/select-cold-hardy-fruit-tree-cultivars 

• https://www.kb.jniplants.com/mt-royal-plum-prunus-domestica/ 

• http://plants.gertens.com/12070009/Plant/1143/Mount_Royal_Plum 

Watch Out for Gypsy Moth (Lymantria dispar)! 
 

This exotic pest was accidentally introduced into the US over 150 years ago. It 
used to cause major defoliation every 8-10 years. Vermont hasn’t seen an outbreak 
since the early 1990s thanks to a fungus called Entomophaga maimaiga that kills the 
larvae. This summer we received a few reports of an abundance of gypsy moth cat-
erpillars, esp. in Essex Jct. It has been so long since we had an outbreak, people 
don’t recognize them anymore. It would be wise to check your trees over the win-
ter for the furry light brown egg masses. They are often laid under bark flaps or in 
crevices on tree trunks. If you find them, scrape them off the tree. That should 
help reduce the population next spring. 
 

The BOB! Mission: We are a group of volunteers who help plant and care for Burlington’s trees. Our goal is to promote a city graced with 

a variety of beautiful, healthy trees, and a citizenry involved with forever expanding and preserving our urban forest. 
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