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View from the Tree Tops  

Happy 2021. January is the month when we all turn over 

a new leaf and reevaluate our priorities. Now is a perfect 

time to make a few New Year’s resolutions for the sake 

of the trees. There are many things you can do for them, 

which is good for us all. If you have space, plan now to 

plant a tree. Make sure to locate the site and then find 

just the right tree to fit there. Here’s a useful website on 

tree planting: https://vtcommunityforestry.org/re-

sources/tree-care/tree-planting 

You also could make a pledge to adopt a tree or two 

growing along your street. If it’s a new tree, it might 

need watering over the summer. An older tree might 

need the suckers pruned off around the base. They sap 

the strength from the tree and ruin its aesthetic beauty. 

You could also weed around it and spread a bit of 

mulch. For details about street tree care, contact me at 

the email below. BOB! has vowed to send out reminders 

about watering trees whenever it gets hot or dry this 

summer. If the pandemic subsides you could help us 

plant and care for the trees in our community tree 

nursery at the UVM Horticulture Research Center. We 

have over 600 trees growing there destined for the 

streets and greenspaces of Burlington and Essex. Even 

if you can’t do any of these things, you can always just 

spend some quality time looking up at all the beautiful 

trees. We are lucky to live in Vermont where there are 

lots of trees in our cities and out in the forests. Let’s ap-

preciate them one by one! 
 

Margaret Skinner, President (mskinner@uvm.edu)  

  

 

The Annual BOB! Tree Sale is Sold OUT!  
 

We sold 364 trees in 10 days! That’s a record. 
 

You can still order tree gators to water your trees 

and mugs to show your support for BOB! 

 
Order online: https://branchoutburlington.org/pro-
grams/tree-sale/14th-annual-tree-sale/  
 

All funds support our tree planting efforts in Burlington and 
beyond. At least 10% of the proceeds go to tree donations 
for non-profit organizations around Vermont.   

Our January Feature Photo 
 

This is a slow release watering system that deliv-

ers 20 gallons of water directly to the roots of a 

young tree with no run-off or evaporation. It 

saves you time, money, water and effort, while 

properly and efficiently watering your tree. 

Snowy owl chilling in 

Shelburne, VT.  Bill Allen. 

Want to know what BOB! is up to? 

Our next meeting (online via Zoom) is 
scheduled for January 12, 6:00-8:00 pm. All 
are welcome to attend. Contact Margaret 
Skinner at mskinner@uvm.edu   

https://branchoutburlington.org/
https://vtcommunityforestry.org/resources/tree-care/tree-planting
https://vtcommunityforestry.org/resources/tree-care/tree-planting
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu
https://www.facebook.com/Branch-Out-Burlington-114892851925342/
https://twitter.com/BTVTrees
https://www.instagram.com/branchoutburlington/
https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/tree-sale/14th-annual-tree-sale/
https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/tree-sale/14th-annual-tree-sale/
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu


  

Plant A Tree 

My guess is most people really aren’t all that inter-

ested or enthusiastic about tree planting accom-

plishments, other than folks like BOB! and friends. 

Well guess again. Countries and citizens from all 

corners of the planet are rapidly engaging in pretty 

extreme tree planting initiatives.  

Have you ever heard of Ken Chaplin, I believe he 

was a distant relative of Charlie. He got up one 

morning in Saskatchewan Canada somewhere near 

Prince Albert, probably had a double espresso, and 

decided to break the Guinness Book of World rec-

ords for the most trees planted in one day--15,170 

red pine seedlings. His record still stands. 

Ever heard of BEGIN? A distant cousin of BOB! 

BHUTAN ECO-GREEN INITIATIVE NET-

WORK. They put together a team of 100 and 

planted 49,672 trees in one hour. Smashed the pre-

vious record by 10,000. They must have recruited 

BOB! volunteers to help accomplish that feat. 

A few years back, India made a pledge at the Paris 

Climate Change Conference to get involved and 

participate. Participate they did. 1.5 Million volun-

teers had a huge tree planting picnic. 66 million 

trees planted in 12 hours. India is committed to in-

creasing its forest by 5 million hectares. That’s a lot. 

One hectare contains 2.47 acres. 100 hectares in one 

square kilometer. Do the math. 5 million hectares of 

tree planting is a noble pledge to increase forest 

lands and help fight climate change.  

So where do WE stand as a country in tree plant-

ing? Actually, pretty darn high. This year we rated in 

the top 10 out of 100 with a very impressive 

315,586,982 planted according to “Plant for the 

Planets World Tree Map” (https://www1.plant-for-

the-planet.org/) BOB! sold over 300 trees to our 

small community in 2020. That means we contrib-

uted 0.000001% of the US tree plantings. Congratu-

lations to all those who planted trees last year. 

The moral of the story. The World, not just BOB!, is 

concerned about the health of our planet and scien-

tific research does more than suggest that planting 

trees is a good thing for the wellness of our envi-

ronment and climate. One seedling at a time people, 

one seedling at a time.    

Happy New Year. Bill Allen 

“One may walk over the tallest mountain--one 

step at a time” John Wanamaker 

 

 

Do you know of a school, museum or public 
space that needs a tree to make their space more 
beautiful?  
 

Now is the time to plan for tree planting in 2021. 
Every year, BOB! gives away over 20 trees from our tree 
sale to local schools, towns and non-profit organizations 
who have space for one. If you know an organization who 
could use one, contact Steve Rivard at 
reevesovnt@aol.com to apply. 

Steve Rivard. Originally from New-

port, VT, Steve grew up next door to 

the City Arborist, Warren (Jersey) 

Drown, who taught him, at a young 

age, the value of trees to the city. Steve 

earned a Business Administration de-

gree from St Michael’s College, and re-

cently retired from a 27-year career in 

Transportation Management most re-

cently with UPS Freight. He joined 

BOB! in 2017 because he believed in 

the mission and wanted to help in-

crease the urban tree canopy in Bur-

lington and beyond.   

Who Are We? 
 

Every month we feature a BOB! board member, key member 
or significant volunteer. Get involved and you could be next! 
 

Because of his dedicated efforts, within a year he was asked to 

become a member of the board. A glutton for punishment, he is 

also a member of the Essex Tree Committee, where he is actively 

involved with supporting tree planting there. He is a tireless vol-

unteer at the BOB! Community tree nursery, and coordinates 

BOB!’s tree donations to non-profit organizations. He says he is 

always inspired by his co-volunteer’s efforts to do their best for 

BOB!.  Steve lives with his wife Judith in Williston, which shows 

you don’t have to live in Burlington to contribute in a big way to 

BOB!. That’s why we call ourselves “Branch Out Burlington!”. 

Steve on a warm summer 
day beside his beloved 
redbud tree! 

https://www1.plant-for-the-planet.org/
https://www1.plant-for-the-planet.org/
mailto:reevesovnt@aol.com


 

V.J. Comai interplanting maples between existing ash trees 

with volunteers from the Northland Job Corps at the Apple-

tree Point neighborhood. When the ash trees become in-

fested with EAB, they will be removed leaving the estab-

lished maples to take their place. 

The Emerald Ash Borer (EAB) is Coming!  

Addressing the Impacts of EAB in Burlington (VT): A Proactive Approach  

V.J. Comai, Burlington City Arborist 

EAB was first confirmed in Vermont in February 2018 in the 

Barre/Montpelier area. Since then, infestations have been confirmed 

in many counties across the state, including most recently in Chit-

tenden County (Oct., 2020). 

We have been aware of the imminent arrival of this destructive inva-

sive insect as it made its way across nearly 40 states in a little more 

than 18 years since its discovery in Michigan in 2002. Communities 

across the country have had to address the impacts of EAB as mil-

lions of urban trees have fallen victim and had to be removed and 

hopefully replaced with a non-ash. 

In Burlington, ash account for about 9.5% of Burlington’s 12,000 in-

ventoried trees growing within City right-of-ways and public parks 

and cemeteries. To date, EAB has not been confirmed in Burlington 

but it is most likely here, but undetected. 

The only way to protect ash trees from infestation is with the pre-

ventative treatment of healthy trees with insecticides every two years. 

This is most effectively achieved by injection of the chemical directly 

into the tree’s vascular tissue. While some municipalities have taken 

this approach to protect a portion of their healthy ash trees, Burling-

ton’s Parks Department determined this wasn’t a viable, sustainable 

long-term solution for economic and environmental reasons, with 

the rare exception of a few signature trees in prominent park loca-

tions. 

Instead we are taking a proactive approach by removing existing ash 

over several years and replacing them with other non-susceptible tree 

species. This will lessen the impact to the City’s urban tree canopy 

while spreading the cost of removal/replacement over many years. 

First, we determined the location and condition of 

all City-owned ash trees, using TreesWorks, a com-

puter software system that inventories all our mu-

nicipal trees. We then visited each tree and identi-

fied areas with the highest density of ash and where 

space between existing trees allowed us to inter-

plant new trees before removing the ash. In the fall, 

2018 we completed the first inter-planting of ash 

beginning in the Appletree Point neighborhood in 

the New North End. In spring, 2019 we continued 

planting in this area and have now completed simi-

lar plantings in numerous locations throughout the 

City.  Over 15 different species have been used to 

further diversify our urban tree canopy and help in-

sulate us from future infestations by species-spe-

cific insects or diseases.  

In addition, we have begun slowly to remove ash 

trees that are in poor condition city-wide. This will 

be ongoing to spread the cost of removals over 

many years. Ash in areas that have been inter-

planted which are currently in good health will not 

be removed until the insect arrives. This will (hope-

fully) give the new trees several years to establish 

and increase in size before ash removal is neces-

sary.  

To date we have planted replacements for close to 

45% of our greenbelt ash, including the Appletree 

Point Rd. neighborhood, Alexis and Sterling 

Drives, Clover Lane, Ferguson Ave, Scarff Ave, 

South Winooski Ave., upper College St., Mansfield 

Ave., Loomis St. and Southwind and Oakbeach 

Drives. Our efforts are visible everywhere and have 

been well-received by Burlington residents. Re-

maining sites will be replanted over the next several 

years where space permits, while some sites will 

only be replanted after the existing ash have been 

removed. 



  

   

  

Profiles of Courage & Beauty 

Here are descriptions of some tree species we grow in the nursery to plant out on our streets. 

Give a Lasting Memory 
 

Do you want to honor a loved one for their contributions, or leave a living legacy in memory 
of a friend or family member? Instead of flowers, why not give a tree through our Give-A-Tree 

program? For $130 you can contribute to the planting of a tree in Burlington, to make it a greener, healthier and 
more beautiful city. The donation is used to purchase and care for a tree grown in our community tree nursery. After 
receiving loving care from our volunteers, the tree is planted in its final home along a Burlington street or in one of 
our parks. The city Parks Department will take over the long-term care of the tree when it leaves the nursery. You 
will receive a personalized certificate acknowledging the gift, signed by the BOB! president. To learn more, go to: 
Give-a-Tree Program - Branch Out Burlington! or contact Margaret Skinner, mskinner@uvm.edu; 802-656-5440. 
 

Scientific name: Gymnocladus dioica 

Kentucky coffee tree is a large, moderately fast-growing, 

deciduous tree, native to the United States. It is a member 

of the bean or legume family. The canopy is open, spread-

ing, and rounded in shape. It typically grows in full sun 

and reaches 60-80 ft tall and 40-60 ft wide. Large, blue-

green, compound leaves (up to 3’ long!) give this tree a 

tropical look. In the fall, leaves turn a showy yellow. Scaly, 

gray-brown bark stands out in the winter. Inconspicuous 

white-gray flowers are fragrant. Appearing in fall, fruits 

are poisonous, long woody pods with inedible seeds that 

look like large coffee beans. Indeed, this tree was named 

for the past use of its roasted seeds as a substitute for cof-

fee. Tolerant of a wide range of soil types and urban con-

ditions, air pollution, and drought. Outstanding in all sea-

sons, this tree may live between 50-150 years. Recom-

mended for parks, residential areas, rain gardens, and 

other large open spaces to provide shade. 

Kentucky Coffee Tree 

Additional Information: 

• https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/gymnocladus-dioica  

• https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/gymnocladus-dioicus/  

• https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives/kentucky_coffeetree 

• https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/st287  

https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/give-a-tree-program/
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/gymnocladus-dioica
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/gymnocladus-dioicus/
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives/kentucky_coffeetree
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/st287


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What is Your Plant Hardiness Zone? 

It is important to select trees to plant in your yard that are tolerant to the cold temperatures of that site. That’s 

why you should know the plant hardiness zone. There are websites that allow you to search for this information 

based on your zip code. The information varies among sites, so it is good to check a few sites. Burlington, VT is 

shown as 4b or 5a. The smaller the number, the colder the zone. Here are a couple to check: 

 

• https://www.plantmaps.com/hardiness-zone-zipcode-search-widget.php  

• https://plantguide.lowes.com/ColdHardinessMap.aspx  

 

Scientific name: Catalpa speciosa 

Northern catalpa (also known as Northern catawba) is a 

medium-large sized, moderately fast-growing, deciduous 

tree. It typically grows in full sun and reaches 40-70 ft tall 

and 20-50 ft wide. The name Catalpa originates from the 

word “kutuhlpa,” the Muscogee Native American tribe's 

name for the tree. This tree is native to North America and 

has a rounded crown with spreading branches. The large, 

heart-shaped leaves turn yellow in fall. Its bark is dark 

brown, light gray, or burgundy with ridges and shallow fis-

sures. The beautiful showy orchid-like flowers are multi-

colored (white, purple, orange) and bloom in late spring or 

early summer. The fruits are long, showy, green seed pods 

that resemble beans, which is why this tree is sometimes 

called the Cigartree or Indian-bean. It is a great tree for 

rain gardens, parks, or residential areas as a shade tree. 

Though it thrives in fertile loamy soil, it tolerates drought 

conditions and heavy clay soil. It resists browsing by deer 

and tolerates air pollution. It grows in plant hardiness 

zones 4-8. 

Northern Catalpa 

Additional Information: 

• https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/catalpa-speciosa  

• https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/catalpa-speciosa/   

• https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/Plant-
FinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a856#AllImages  

https://www.plantmaps.com/hardiness-zone-zipcode-search-widget.php
https://plantguide.lowes.com/ColdHardinessMap.aspx
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/catalpa-speciosa
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/catalpa-speciosa/
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a856#AllImages
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a856#AllImages


 

  

 

The BOB! Mission: We are a group of volunteers who help plant and care for Burlington’s trees. Our goal is to promote a city graced with 

a variety of beautiful, healthy trees, and a citizenry involved with forever expanding and preserving our urban forest. 

Produced by:  The Volunteers of Branch Out Burlington!  
with support from our friends in the Burlington Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Waterfront 

Copyright © 2021 Branch Out Burlington! 

Lucky, the first dog trained to find 

spotted lanternfly eggs. Picture 

from NPR, by C. Gutman. 

 

The spotted lanternfly (Lycorma delicatula) (SLF) is a 

beautiful insect you love to hate. It is an invasive 

planthopper native to Asia. They feed on at least 70 

different plant species, including fruit trees, grapevines, 

and trees, as well as annual and perennial ornamentals. 

The nymphs and adults pierce plant tissue of leaves, 

stems, branches and trunks with a stylet to suck up sap. 

Much like aphids, they exude a sugary honeydew that 

covers plants and structures. The honeydew supports 

growth of unsightly, black sooty mold. They don’t feed 

on fruit, but the coating of honeydew and sooty mold 

render fruit unsalable. The feeding also results in twig 

dieback, defoliation and wilt.  

It has one generation per year. They overwinter in the egg 

stage, which hatch in early spring. They feed throughout 

the summer. Mating and egg laying occurs in August and 

September. It is not certain that cold temperatures found 

in Vermont will stop its northern spread. 

It was first discovered in Pennsylvania in 2014 and 

additional infestations were found in Connecticut and 

New York. This fall (2020), it was detected in several 

other states, including Massachusetts, New Hampshire 

and Maine. It hasn’t been seen in Vermont—YET… 

Adults aren’t strong fliers, but they are great at hitching a 

ride on vehicles or infested plants.  Everyone should be 

on the look out for it. If you find it, collect specimens in a 

jar and report it without delay to the VT Invasives 

(https://vtinvasives.org/) or UVM Ext. Entomologist 

(Margaret Skinner, 802-656-5440; mskinner@uvm.edu  

 

Here’s what to look for: SLF damage on grape leaf and adult 

SLFs congregating on a tree trunk (left); egg mass, nymphs and 

adult (right).  

Oh No!    Another Invasive Insect Pest is Headed our Way! 

 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 

committed, citizens can change the world. In-

deed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 

Margaret Mead 

https://vtinvasives.org/
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu

