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View from the Tree Tops  

What a cruel joke Mother Nature played on us and our trees last month! It 
really seemed like winter was over, and I was ready for spring. The for-
sythia bloomed and then was gone. It got so warm I let the house plants 
out for a breath of fresh air. My plum tree was psyched. Her flowery 
plumage was bursting with white blossoms, and the star magnolia flowers 
had exploded from their winter casing. Then, with one cruel twist of fate, 
what was predicted to be a dusting turned into 4 inches of heavy wet 
snow! The magnolia flowers drooped sadly, turned brown and dropped 
off. The plums seemed to bounce back expectantly and I saw bees work-
ing around them feverously. Time will tell if I get good fruit set. These 
drastic meteorological mood swings are hard on us all, but esp. on those 
living on the edge of their plant hardiness zones.  Watch out! 

Margaret Skinner, President 
  

One of Burlington’s Hole in the Wall Gang! 
Watch out for the little rascal. 
Photo by B. Allen 

Congratulations to Nancy Knox, 
BOB! board member 

 

Nancy was the well-deserved recipient of this years “Unsung Hero” award 
from the Vermont Urban & Community Forestry Program for her sus-
tained contributions to our urban forests, often behind the scenes. She 
joined BOB! in the late 90’s and provides essential leadership for the group. 
She has led over 17 of our tree walks to educate the public about the value 
of trees. She is an expert at transferring her knowledge and passion for trees 
to people of all ages. Hopefully a tree walk will be held this fall when the 
pandemic abates. BOB! is only one of Nancy’s environmentally-oriented ser-
vice activities. She is a Master Gardener, Master Naturalist, and Master 
Composter intern and assists with training of the public on these subjects.  
 

Nancy teaching us the dif-
ference between red oak 
and white oak leaves.  

How many trees got planted this 
spring along Burlington’s streets, 
in the parks and school yards and 
in our nursery?  
 
We will tell you all about it in the June 
newsletter. We’re too busy planting right 
now! 
 
 

Want to get involved with BOB! ? 
Our next meeting will be at the Bur-
lington Community Tree Nursery on 
May 11, 5:30-7:30 pm. Contact Mar-
garet Skinner at mskinner@uvm.edu  
regarding Covid precautions. 

Maggie Citarella, our secretary,  
has been working on a cool website 
for the VT Alliance for Half-Earth. 
Check it out at: 
https://www.vermont alliance for half 
earth.org/ 



  
My Father’s Trees 
 
Phil Pouech, Pres. Hinesburg Select Board & 
Operations Manager, All Earth Renewables. 
 

WOOD 4 GOOD!  
A Sustainable Solution to a Sad Situation 

 

The cedars will stay but the two healthier ash would have 
needed regular treatment with chemical insecticides which 
wasn’t compatible with the playground. The branches were 
chipped up and used for mulch at the Burlington Community 
Tree Nursery and other locations around the city. There re-
mained several large-diameter wood that needed to be dis-
posed of. V.J. Comai, our city arborist had a brainstorm, why 
not donate the trunks to a non-profit organization in Jericho 
VT. Wood4 Good (www.wood4goodVT.org) was established 
in 2019 by Eric Axelrod and his two sons Devin and Logan. 
They split discarded wood into firewood for those who need 
it in Chittenden Co. They only have a small dump truck so 
Branch Out Burlington! stepped up to pay Barrett’s Tree Service 
to transport the large logs to their processing yard in Jericho. 
They look forward to splitting it up and giving it away this fall.  

Last month the Burlington Parks 
Dept. cut down four large green 
ash trees at Oakledge Park. They 
were located among a line of ce-
dars right of the entrance between 
the lower shelter and the new ac-
cessible playground. Two of them 
were in declining health and the 
other two were removed in antici-
pation of the arrival of emerald 
ash borer (EAB). The area around 
the cedars will be incorporated 
into the playground when the 
park project is fully completed.  

We all mourn the loss of our ash trees, and it is likely we’ll lose 
many more. At least they are being put to good use, both as wood 
chips for our nursery and heat for those who need it most. 
 

For more about wood4goodVT go to: https://www.burlington-
freepress.com/story/life/2020/11/25/jericho-vermont-father-
sons-split-wood-neighbors-winter/6225859002/    

The Axelrods splitting wood for a mountain of good. 
Picture from VT Digger. 

Ash logs at Oakledge Park 
ready for delivery to Jericho. 

Eric, Devin and Logan 
Axelrod delivering a load 
of their wood4good. 

My father provided me years of ad-
vice and wisdom.  Many of his les-
sons still guide me today.  I am 
continuously reminded and prac-
tice one memorable lesson every 
time I plant a tree.   

Years passed, our family grew up, and 
our yard was transformed from a blank 
slate to a lush and productive property.  
The Lombardy poplars grew quickly and 
I remember having to mow around 
those trees using a serpentine technique. 
Still years later, I helped my dad cut the 
poplars down when they reached the 
end of their short but useful life.  The 
pine trees became majestic markers in 
our yard that could be climbed or pro-
vide cooling shade. But the most memo-
rable time came when I was home from 
college. My father shared with me a wal-
nut that dropped from the tree we 
planted together.  It was at that moment 
I realized the vision my father had that 
allowed him to imagine how his actions 
could reap benefits many years into the 
future.   

Over the next couple of years, I watched and helped my fa-
ther plant trees.  Together we planted a couple dozen Lom-
bardy poplars.  They started as mere sticks and were planted 
to follow our property line, creating a living border.  I also re-
member we planted 2-foot tall pine trees that my father hand 
dug in the woods nearby. But my favorite tree was a black 
walnut my father started from a seed. He nurtured it inside 
our house until it was big enough to be planted outside.  
 

When I was only 6 years old, our family moved out of our 
apartment into a new home on a quarter acre.  Not only did 
we now own a home, we owned our own property.  My fa-
ther, as did his father, had a “green thumb”. So not surpris-
ingly he quickly planted a vegetable garden. After the garden 
was planted, my dad then began to transform the rest of our 
property with more plantings.   

Got a story about your favorite tree? 
Send it to mskinner@uvm.edu  



 

  

In Honor of National Poetry Month (April):  Some poems from our Celebration of Trees. 

Check out the winners and honorable mentions in “The 
Voice”: https://youngwritersproject.org/node/39499  

The Cherry Tree  
 

Ava Rohrbaugh, 15, Charlotte, VT 
 
I didn't feel  
anything about the 
tree 
until I lost it,  
til the bark cracked 
like glow sticks at dusk 
and the cherry blossoms 
smeared over the axe 
like stickers on my cheek. 
The dew still holding to the leaves 
glowed like wounded lightning bugs 
on the heavy metal blade 
and the lifting of the axe 
like the bat I once raised to  
swing at the piñata hanging 
from a branch 
and it falls again  
and again 
and again 
like the steady 
rhythm of my pogo stick 
on the concrete 
and again  
and again 
til the tree lies on the ground 
and moss supports its head 
like a newborn baby 
and flowers bloom around the stump  
like a funeral 
and blossoms still unfold  
on the farthest branches 
like nothing has happened 
and forever is over. 
I say goodbye to you 
cherry tree again 
and again  
and again. 

Silver Maple Award – Writing 
Tree Blood 

Zinnia Hansen, 17, Port Townsend, WA 
 

A tree has blood, thick blood 
that fills its cold fractals with slow warmth. 
 

We watch the rain fall. 
And tenderly, I brush the water from my eyes. 
 

At the base of my stomach,  
is dirt that tastes like the moon. 
 

They planted a fairytale in my belly.  
And sang me to sleep until the seed grew into a dream. 
My fingers smell like sticky sap and old firewood.  
To build a flame is to watch the leaves fall.  
 

You are only a stump now,  
Grandma Tree. 
 

I climbed your branches, 
I bent you into human shape. 
I sang you to sleep. 
 

I want you to hold me, 
because the rain has come again.  
I want to believe in your blood, 
in the fairytale coursing through your trunk. 

Everyone's and also mine  
 

Ruth Knox, 12, Essex Junction, VT 
 

It's everyone's and also mine, 
chipping bark and a hanging branch, 
amber leaves that drift to the weeded ground, 
a forgotten sweatshirt sits at the trunk 
 

limbs tired from climbs, 
from gloved hands grabbing at the too-weak twigs, 
from kicking at the trunk 
and leaves pulled off by bored fingertips. 
 

It's everyone's and also mine 
because I am not the only one who sat on the larger branches, 
who flicked off small, tired ants 
and picked off the red berries. 
 

I wish I could hear its stories, 
hear it tell stories from the other kids  
who call it their own. 
I could listen for hours. 
 

It aged with me 
from picking up their older sister 
to finally sitting at its base 
while waiting for the car to come. 
 

It's everyone's and also mine 
because everyone called it their own 
but it's still special. 
 

Honorable Mentions – Writing 



  

Profiles of Courage & Beauty  
Maggie Citarella prepared descriptions of a couple of tree species we grow in our community tree 

nursery that will be transplanted out on our streets in the coming years. 

Scientific name: Tilia americana ‘Bailyard’– Frontyard® Linden 

American basswood or linden is a medium to large, fast-growing, de-
ciduous tree with a broad, pyramidal shape. Basswood is native to a 
wide variety of habitats across eastern North America from Quebec 
to North Carolina. It grows 75 ft tall and 40 ft wide with a straight 
trunk. Leaves are large and heart shaped. Yellow flowers bloom May 
to June, emitting a heavenly smell that permeates the air around them.  
The flowers can be used to make tea. Small, rounded fruits are fuzzy 
and held in clusters. Basswood is derived from bastwood, referring to 
its tough inner bark or bast, which has been used to make rope. Sweet 
tree sap has also been used to make syrup. It is a beautiful shade or 
flowering tree that attracts birds, butterflies and other pollinators. It is 
commonly planted along streets. It tolerates alkaline soils and shade 
and will grow well in full sun to part shade. It grows best in plant har-
diness zones 2-8. The one down-side is that aphid infestations some-
times occur that are a nuisance for home and car owners. The aphids 
excrete a sugary fluid called honeydew that drips on cars and side-
walks. Sooty mold grows on the sticky surfaces, creating a blackish 
residue. Guess you gotta go with the flow sometimes. 

American Basswood – ‘Bailyard’ (Frontyard® Linden) 

Additional Information: 

 http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a917  
 http://hort.uconn.edu/detail.php?pid=504    
 https://vtcommunityforestry.org/resources/tree-care/tree/tilia-americana-bailyard-frontyard   
  

Give a LastinG MeMory 
 

Want to honor a loved one for their contributions, or leave a living legacy in memory of a friend or family member? 
Instead of flowers, give a tree through our Give-A-Tree program? For $130 you can contribute to planting of a tree in Bur-
lington, to make it a greener city. The donation is used to purchase and care for a tree in our community tree nursery. The tree is 
planted in its final home along a Burlington street or in one of our parks. To learn more, go to: Give-a-Tree Program - Branch 
Out Burlington! or contact Margaret Skinner, mskinner@uvm.edu; 802-656-5440. 
 



 

  

Additional Information:  

 https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/ST/ST28100.pdf   
 https://plantfacts.osu.edu/pdf/0246-481.pdf   
 https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/gleditsia-triacanthos-inermis-shademaster    

 

Do you know a school or public space that 
needs a tree to make their space more beautiful? 
 
Every year, BOB! gives away trees to local schools, 
towns and non-profits with space for one. Contact 
Steve Rivard at reevesovnt@aol.com to apply. 

Scientific name: Gleditsia triacanthos var. inermis 'Shademaster' - 
Shademaster Thornless Honeylocust 

‘Shademaster’ Thornless Honeylocust is a fast-growing, large deciduous tree 
with a graceful vase-shaped form like that of the American elm. ‘Shademas-
ter’ is considered one of the best cultivars of honeylocust and typically grows 
to 45 ft tall and 35 ft wide. The leaves are pinnately (paired leaflets on a 
stem) compound with leaflets that are light and airy, offering soft, dappled 
shade. The flowers are small and yellow, yielding few to no fruit. Most trees 
are essentially seedless; fruit are 10-inch-long seed pods.  

Branch Out Burlington! is a proud donor to 
Wood4GoodVT. We believe in supporting or-
ganizations that encourage sustainable use of 
wood and help people in need of warmth. If you 
want to donate, go to their website at: 
www.wood4goodvt.org 

                 Honeylocust – Shademaster 

Honeylocusts are well-suited for lawns; the 
leaves emerge later in springtime and drop ear-
lier in the fall, with tiny leaflets that do not ne-
cessitate raking. Mature bark is very dark and 
striking in the winter. It’s a great shade tree that 
can live 50-150 years or more. Because they tol-
erate adverse conditions like periods of 
drought, occasional flooding, and a variety of 
soil conditions they are a favored street tree. It 
grows well in full sun and typically in plant har-
diness zones 4-9.  

You can still get treegators to water your 
trees, mugs to drink in style or a hat to keep 
your head warm (good for all ages). 
 

Order at: 
 https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/mer-
chandise/  
 
All funds support our tree planting in Burling-
ton and beyond and trees for VT non-profits.   

This slow release watering system delivers 20 
gallons directly to tree roots with no run-off or 
evaporation. It saves time, money, and water, 
and efficiently waters your tree. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The BOB! Mission: We are a group of volunteers who help plant and care for Burlington’s trees. Our goal is to promote a city graced with 
a variety of beautiful, healthy trees, and a citizenry involved with forever expanding and preserving our urban forest. 

Produced by:  The Volunteers of Branch Out Burlington!  
with support from our friends in the Burlington Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Waterfront 

Copyright © 2021 Branch Out Burlington! 

The Pest Management Corner  
Asian Longhorned Beetle. Forgotten but NOT Gone. 

It was 25 years ago (1996) when the Asian longhorned beetle (ALB, Anoplophora glabripennis) was detected in the US, first in 
New York City, then Chicago and ultimately 3 other states and Canada. Because sugar maple is its favorite host, and every 3 rd 
tree in Vermont is a maple, people in our state were justifiably worried. Ever since, Vermonters have been diligent about re-
porting suspect beetle sightings to the UVM Entomology Research Laboratory (mskinner@uvm.edu, 802-656-5440). We re-
ceive hundreds of calls every year. Thankfully it has never been found in here, though a major infestation resulting in removal 
of thousands of trees occurred in Worcester, MA. After billions of dollars invested on research and eradication, some of the 
infestations are considered eradicated, but infestations still occur in MA, NY, OH. It is never wise to assume the problem is 
over, and it’s time to move on to other pressing tree health issues. In June 2020 an ALB infestation was detected for the first 
time in South Carolina. It is believed it might have been there for several years.   

What YOU Can Do: 

 Don’t transport firewood from other states, it may harbor ALB or other invasive pests.  
 Report any suspicious beetle you think might be ALB. If you think you have seen the beetle, catch it and call 802-656-

5440. You can also check our website for ALB look-a-likes: http://www.uvm.edu/albeetle/identification/index.html  

What to Look For:  

Who dun it? 

Branch tips 
scattered all 
over the ground 
under a mature 
spruce tree. 

It’s those darned Squirrels! 
For several years squirrel populations have been unu-
sually high in Burlington and regionally. In late winter 
grey and red squirrels prune off branch tips of 
spruce, Scots pine, or white pine, and eat the bud. 
They throw away the rest of the branchlet beneath 
the tree, leaving a pile of twigs.  
 
 

Branch tip chewed off 
(l) and bud eaten (r). 
Photo from MSU. 

The BAD GUY 

Asian Longhorned Beetle: 

Shiny black body with white 
spots and long antennae with  
white bands at each joint.  

It feeds on a wide range of 
hardwood tree species, esp. 
maples. 

A Native LOOK-A-LIKE 

White-spotted Sawyer Beetle: 

Greyish/bronze with an iridescent 
sheen, and whitish patches. It is easy to 
distinguish from ALB by its one white 
spot where the two wing pads meet at 
the base of the head.  

It feeds on dead and dying conifers, not 
hardwoods. 


