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Summer is here! This beautiful, perfectly formed sugar 

maple is destined for removal because it is overtaking the 

shed and blocking views of the hills. When you plant a 

tree, plan ahead to make sure there’s plenty of room for it 

when it grows up.   Photo by T. Cooper 

View from the Tree Tops  

STOP! And smell the viburnum. Every day this spring my back 

yard revealed another burst of color and scent. There is a field of 

study called Phenology Tracking. That is when you link two 

seemingly unrelated natural events. For example, when service-

berry (shadblow) blooms, the eggs of the gypsy moth begin to 

hatch. This helps pest managers make plans. For me, when my 

Korean spice viburnum (Viburnum carlesii) emits its intoxicating 

fragrance, I know it is my father’s birthday. He is no longer alive, 

but at his 75th birthday, there was a bouquet of flowers in his 

honor containing this flower. That was my introduction to the 

aroma. Forever after, every spring when I smell this flower, I 

fondly remember my father. Sadly, this plant, like many other 

spring ephemera come and go in a flash. Some call them “one-hit 

wonders”. That’s why we must all stop and smell the flowers 

while we can. Our lives are so cluttered with things we “must” do 

that we can easily miss these fleeting pleasures. So, I encourage 

you to STOP  (in the name of love) every day, and look and smell 

around your natural world. You can discover your own personal 

phenological connections, which may bring order to the seem-

ingly chaotic natural world. 

Margaret Skinner, President 

Golden Memories, by Vivien Sorce, 14, Hinesburg, VT.  

One of the visual arts honorable mentions from our “a celebra-

tion of trees” artistic contest. 

Want to get involved with BOB! ? 

Our next meeting is at the Burlington Com-
munity Tree Nursery on June 8, 5:30-7:30 
pm. Contact Margaret Skinner at mskin-
ner@uvm.edu regarding Covid precautions. 

Congratulations and Farewell 
Tessa McGann! 

 

Tessa has been a BOB! volunteer for several 
years while she worked on a Master’s at UVM. 
She recently got a job in Brattleboro, and will be 
leaving us. We awarded her “Volunteer of the 
Year” for 2021 for her hard work on our “a cel-
ebration of trees” artistic contest. Good luck, we 
will miss you! 

Don’t Forget… 
 

Over 129 billion face masks are thrown away 
every month due to the pandemic. When you dis-
pose of a single-use face mask, make sure you cut 
the ear loops so wildlife doesn’t get tangled.  

 

Check out V.J. Comai’s latest video on how to 

plant a bare root tree! 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3aj-

krHd4e5I 

https://branchoutburlington.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Branch-Out-Burlington-114892851925342/
https://twitter.com/BTVTrees
https://www.instagram.com/branchoutburlington/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ajkrHd4e5I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3ajkrHd4e5I


  

Imagine you are a tree 

By Sophie Morton, 11, Hinesburg, VT 
 

When you feel like you are falling 

Down, down down. 

look out the window at the forest 

that is impossibly serene. 

Imagine you are a tree 

With roots that go down, down, down 

Into the warm soil, 

Keeping you grounded. 

Impossible to shake, 

With branches that reach  

Into the clouds, 

Catching the sun’s warm rays. 

And when you return to your life 

As a human, 

You can stand a little bit taller, 

And fly up, up, up 

On wings made out of hope. 

 
Published with permission by the Young Writers Project 

The Tree Planter 
 

By Annika Gruber, 16, Charlotte, VT  

 

When my grandpa was in fifth grade he and his father decided 

to plant a red maple tree in their backyard in Missoula, Mon-

tana. My grandpa said he remembered how small that tree had 

been when it first started growing, “about as thin as a broom-

stick…” 
 

When he was a kid, my grandpa’s family moved around a lot 

so he didn’t have the time to see that tree grow up the way that 

he wanted to when he was younger. Still, he never forgot about 

it. 
 

Even as the years went by, that little red maple tree was tied 

to a special memory of him and his father doing something 

good together, and that was important. In fact, that memory 

stayed so strong in my grandpa’s mind that 50 years later he 

decided to go back to his childhood home and check up on 

that same tree. He said that when he saw it again, he noticed 

that it still stood just where he and his father had planted it., 

except that now it wasn’t as small and thin as a broomstick, 

but tall and beautiful and strong with branches reaching up to-

ward the sun. To see it there made my grandpa proud.  
 

Since that day in the fifth grade, my grandpa has been on a 

journey of planting trees at every house he has ever lived in. 

He made a promise that he would do that for the rest of his 

life, and so far, he hasn’t broken it. 
 

When I asked my grandfather what he thought that trees 

might have taught him about his life, he said without hesitation 

that they have taught him about resilience. 
 

“Trees can get through just about anything,” he told me. 

“They can grow just about anywhere and then stay there for 

hundreds of years. Animals can build their homes in them, all 

kinds of weather can hit them, and yet they still stand tall and 

strong.” 
 

I think that’s what resilience really means, and now when I 

look at trees, I think about my grandpa. I think about all the 

special trees that he has in his life, and how he planted each 

one of them just so he could watch them grow. 

 

This was an entry received an honorable mention for writing in 

the artistic contest held earlier this year in cooperation with the 

Young Writers Project.  

 

Check out the winners and 
honorable mentions in “The 
Voice”: https://youngwriter-

sproject.org/node/39499  

A Place to Escape  

by Caris Gaito, 12, Burlington VT  

This received an honorable mention for visual arts in 

our “a celebration of trees” artistic contest. 

 

https://youngwritersproject.org/node/39499
https://youngwritersproject.org/node/39499


 

  

An Apple for our Teachers 

From BOB! & the Burlington Parks Dept. 

Teacher Appreciation Day is on May 4, so it was particularly 
fitting for the Burlington Parks Dept. to plant apple trees on 
the grounds of the Champlain Elementary School (Pine St.) at 
around that date. Branch Out Burlington! donated five trees to 
the school—three scab-resistant apple trees and two pears. 
One is GoldRush, a yellow, smooth-skinned apple, that tastes 
a lot like Golden Delicious, but a little tarter. The other two 
are Liberty apples. They produce juicy fruit with red skin, simi-
lar to the traditional McIntosh. The Lucious pear is an early-
fruiting variety with disease resistance to fire blight, a common 
bacterial disease that can kill fruit trees quickly. The Patten 
pear is a sweet pear similar to a Bartlett. It is moderately re-
sistant to fire blight. 
 

Fruit trees need tender loving care to thrive, so to make sure 
the trees make it over our hot summer, the Parks crew in-
stalled gator bags to water them weekly. Jacob Holzberg-Pill, a 
BOB! board member, will help prune the trees. This is critical 
to ensure a bountiful crop of fruit will be produced for teach-
ers and students to enjoy for decades ahead. 
 

There are lots of theories for why apples are traditionally given 
to teachers by their students to show appreciation. Back in the 
1700s, Scandinavian parents often gave teachers baskets of ap-
ples and food to make up for the low wages. In the 1800s in 
the US, students continued that practice in remote communi-
ties that lacked resources to pay teachers. Apples were com-
monly given and made into hard cider, which was considered 
safer to drink than water. Then, in 1939 Bing Crosby and Con-
nie Boswell popularized the tradition with their duet “An Ap-
ple for the Teacher” (That was before my day!). It is worth a 
listen for old times sake: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEEnCK6P0Ik 
   

Who dun it? Can you identify any of these bandits who 
were wrestling with the weeds at our nursery at our May 
weeding bee? Come to our next nursery event on June 8 at 
5:30 pm and find out! 

Peach leaf curl is a common disease of many varieties of peaches. 
Some cultivars are somewhat resistant, but most have some level 
of susceptibility. It is caused by a fungus, Taphrina deformans. In-
fected leaves are seriously deformed and blistered. The blisters can 
be reddish, orange or purple. In severe cases the leaves shrivel up 
and drop off.  The fungus enters plant cells at the leaf margins, 
stimulating them to multiply quickly and erratically. The fruit can 
also be infected and will drop off before they mature.  
 

What can you do about it? Unfortunately, if you are seeing these 
symptoms, there is no way to stop it for this year. If your tree is 
small, you can pick off infected leaves and dispose of them in the 
trash (NOT the compost pile). The infection is over for this year 
so new leaves that form should be free of the disease. I have no-
ticed leaves of new growth on young trees are free of leaf curl. 
 

The time to treat your tree is in the late fall after the leaves have 
dropped. Rake up any leaves under the tree and dispose of them. 
Then spray the tree with copper (organic) or another registered 
fungicide. The spores overwinter in bark cracks and around the 
buds, so it is good to treat the trunk as well as the branches. Com-
bining copper with insecticidal oil helps with spray coverage and 
sticking. You also can spray the tree again in the spring for extra 
protection. I have used copper for several years on my Reliance 
peach and it seems to reduce the infection. Read the directions on 
the label of any pesticide before using it. If your infected tree is 
small, you should take special care to keep it watered to minimize 
stress from drought. Nobody said fruit growing was easy, but a 
fresh peach from your tree can’t be beat! 
 

Here are additional websites to check: 

• Disease of the Month: Peach Leaf Curl (psu.edu) 

• https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/treat_peach_leaf_curl_now  

• Tips For Controlling Peach Leaf Curl (gardeningknowhow.com)  

What’s wrong with my peach tree? 
Maybe it’s PEACH LEAF CURL 

Newly planted fruit trees at the Champlain School. The gators 
will ensure they are well-watered this summer. Insert: future 
fruits of our labors. If you know a non-profit that would like a  
tree from BOB!, contact Steve Rivard, reevesovnt@aol.com. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JEEnCK6P0Ik
https://extension.psu.edu/disease-of-the-month-peach-leaf-curl#:~:text=Peach%20leaf%20curl%20is%20caused%20by%20the%20fungus,which%20results%20in%20the%20puckered%2C%20curled%2C%20distorted%20appearance.
https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/treat_peach_leaf_curl_now
https://www.gardeningknowhow.com/edible/fruits/peach/peach-leaf-curl.htm
mailto:reevesovnt@aol.com


  

Profiles of Courage & Beauty  

Maggie Citarella prepared descriptions of a couple of tree species we grow in our community tree 
nursery that will be transplanted out on our streets in the coming years. 

 

Give a Lasting Memory 
 

Want to honor a loved one for their contributions, or leave a living legacy in memory of a friend or family member? 
Instead of flowers, give a tree through our Give-A-Tree program? For $130 you can contribute to planting of a tree in Bur-
lington, to make it a greener city. The donation is used to purchase and care for a tree in our community tree nursery. The tree is 

planted in its final home along a Burlington street or in one of our parks. To learn more, go to: Give-a-Tree Program - Branch 
Out Burlington! or contact Margaret Skinner, mskinner@uvm.edu; 802-656-5440. 

 

Scientific name: Celtis occidentalis 

Hackberry is a medium to large-sized deciduous tree with a rounded 

spreading crown. With a medium to fast growth rate, this tree typically 

grows to 40-60 ft tall and wide. Native throughout the eastern and mid-

western United States, hackberry can reach 130 ft tall on the best sites. 

Green leaves are ovate, rough-textured, and coarsely toothed. Green 

flowers bloom April to May. Abundant fruit are purple berry-like drupes 

that are attractive to wildlife. The flesh of the fruit is edible and some-

what sweet. Hackberry also supports the larvae of multiple species of 

butterfly and other pollinators. This tree has a straight central trunk and 

mature gray bark with corky ridges. Hackberry can live 150 to 200 years. 

Other common names for this tree include sugarberry, nettletree, and 

beaverwood. Tolerant of drought, wind, air pollution, and a wide range 

of soil conditions. This tough shade tree is recommended for lawns, rain 

gardens, or along streets. Grows in full sun to part shade and in plant 

hardiness zones 2-9. It is commonly infested with sap-sucking insects 

called a psyliids. One is the hackberry nipple gall maker, Pachypsylla cel-

tidismamma, which makes round galls on the undersides of the leaves. 

They don’t harm the tree, but some find them unsightly.  

Hackberry 

Additional Information: 

• https://extension.umn.edu/trees-and-shrubs/common-hackberry  

• http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a858   

• https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/celtis-occidentalis/   

• https://www.arborday.org/trees/treeguide/treedetail.cfm?itemID=845  

Hackberry fruit, young tree and distinctive bark (l to r). 
Hackberry nipple gall maker and its gall. 

https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/give-a-tree-program/
https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/give-a-tree-program/
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu
https://extension.umn.edu/trees-and-shrubs/common-hackberry
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a858
https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/celtis-occidentalis/
https://www.arborday.org/trees/treeguide/treedetail.cfm?itemID=845


 

Branch Out Burlington! thanks 
SunSoil for their generous do-
nation, which supports our on-
going tree-related activities. 
https://www.sunsoil.com/  

You can still get treegators to water your 
trees, mugs to drink in style or a hat to keep 
your head cool (good for all ages). 
 

Order at: 
 https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/mer-
chandise/  
 

All funds support our tree planting in Burling-
ton and beyond and trees for VT non-profits.   

This slow release watering system delivers 20 gallons 
directly to tree roots with no run-off or evaporation. 
It saves time, money, and water, and efficiently wa-
ters your tree. This is great if you are going on vaca-
tion and can’t water your new tree. 

 

Do you know a school or public space that 
needs a tree to make their space more beautiful? 
 
Every year, BOB! gives away trees to local schools, 
towns and non-profits with space for one. Contact 
Steve Rivard at reevesovnt@aol.com to apply. 

Additional Information: 

• https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/accolade-elm/ 

• https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives/accolade_elm  

• http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=d469 

Scientific name: Ulmus davidiana var. japonica ‘Morton’ –  
ACCOLADE™ 
 
This elm is a large, fast-growing, deciduous tree with the classic, 

vase-shaped form of the American elm. Dutch elm disease killed 

many elms that lined streets across the country, but this tree has 

great resistance to Dutch elm disease, elm leaf miner, and elm leaf 

beetle. This elm can reach 50-60 ft tall by 30-40 ft wide. The leaves 

are glossy green, turning to a beautiful yellow in fall. Small green 

flowers appear in early spring before the leaves. Bark is gray, ridged, 

and furrowed. This tree is derived from a hybrid elm (Ulmus japonica 

x Ulmus wilsoniana) that was planted in 1924 at the Morton Arbore-

tum in Illinois. Tolerant of air pollution, urban conditions, dry sites, 

and occasional drought. ACCOLADE™ elm is also a good shade or 

street tree and attracts birds and squirrels. Grows in part to full sun 

and in plant hardiness zones 4-9. 

ACCOLADE™ Elm 

https://www.sunsoil.com/
https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/
https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/
mailto:reevesovnt@aol.com
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/accolade-elm/
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives/accolade_elm
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=d469


 

The BOB! Mission: We are a group of volunteers who help plant and care for Burlington’s trees. Our goal is to promote a city graced with 

a variety of beautiful, healthy trees, and a citizenry involved with forever expanding and preserving our urban forest. 

Produced by:  The Volunteers of Branch Out Burlington!  
with support from our friends in the Burlington Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Waterfront 

Copyright © 2021 Branch Out Burlington! 

The Pest Management Corner  

Wait a Minute! 

Aphids are a common problem on many trees. They are small pear-shaped, soft-bodied insects that feed by sucking sap, usu-

ally on the undersides of leaves. Leaves that are fed on by aphids curl up or become deformed. Aphids also secrete sticky hon-

eydew on the leaves and other surfaces. Sooty mold may grow on the honeydew making an ugly mess. Some people freak out 

when they see a few aphids on the leaves of their trees. Instead, try watching what happens. Usually, first you see a few clumps 

of aphids. Then a few weeks later you might see some more aphids, but also what look like aphid mummies. These are aphids 

that were parasitized by a tiny wasp. The egg it laid in the aphid hatched and consumed the body contents of the aphid, leaving 

only the hardened pupal case. Each time you check your aphids you should find more mummies. You also might notice what 

looks like a tiny black and orange gila monster lizard. That’s the larval stage of a lady beetle. They are voracious aphid preda-

tors. Look closer and you may also see some tiny greenish or reddish maggots. These are likely larvae of hover or syrphid flies. 

Syrphid flies are bee mimics that tend to hover in one place when they fly. The larvae feed on aphids. If all goes well, slowly 

the populations of these natural enemies increase while aphid populations decline. SO, Wait and Watch your aphid infesta-

tion rather than reaching for an insecticide. Even organic insecticides like insecticidal soap can disrupt the natural balance of 

our ecosystem. You may find that a natural balance develops over time. 

  

Aphid infestation with several aphid mummies (marked with red arrows), wasp parasitizing 

an aphid, lady beetle larva and adult, syrphid fly larva feeding on aphids and adult syrphid 

fly (left to right). 

The Hackberry Emperor Butterfly: A Community Affair  

Hackberry trees are a key host of a beautiful North American 

butterfly called the hackberry emperor, Asterocampa celtis, 

which occurs from central Mexico to eastern Canada. The 

adult has brownish-orange wings with black and white spots 

when open and greyish blue with blue eye-spots when folded. 

The eggs are whitish spheres with a faint black band and are 

laid singly or in clusters on hackberry leaves. They hatch into 

a bright green caterpillar, with two forked horns on its head 

and two spikes at the tail end. Half-grown larvae crawl down 

the tree to hibernate in the leaf litter and climb back in the 

spring to feed some more and then pupate on the undersides 

of leaves. The pupa is green with white spots and stripes. Un-

like many other butterfly species, the hackberry emperor does 

not pollinate flowers when they feed on them. In fact, they 

are considered parasites, feeding on plant nectar without ben-

efiting the host through pollination. Though A. celtis is known 

as the hackberry emperor, there are several other Asterocampa 

species that rely on hackberries. 

It is in the four-footed butterfly 
family (Nymphalidae), so called 
because they stand at rest on 4 
legs. The other 2 are curled up.  

Adult hackberry butter-

fly, larva and pupae. 


