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View from the Tree Tops  

“I told you so!” …I was always scolded not to say that, but I couldn’t 

resist. Back in the December newsletter, readers were alerted to building 

gypsy moth populations, and were encouraged to check their favorite trees 

for egg masses. Well, our worst nightmare has come true. People around 

Chittenden County and beyond are reporting thousands of caterpillars defo-

liating their trees and crawling up the sides of their homes. Removing eggs 

from a few pet trees wouldn’t have prevented the outbreak, but might have 

protected young trees in peoples’ front yards from defoliation. This is the 

first outbreak in about 30 years, and may be linked to the high summer tem-

peratures and drought conditions over the last few years. These extreme 

conditions may have reduced the inoculum of the fungus (Entomophaga 

maimaiga), the biocontrol largely attributed to keeping populations low for so 

long. Could this be an indirect effect of climate change? Or maybe gypsy 

moth has developed resistance. Research is needed to determine the causes. 

One thing is certain though, even serious pests that have seemingly “disap-

peared” are often lurking behind the scenes, waiting to take advantage of our 

short memories. We must remain vigilant, looking out for new invasives, as 

well as those that have been here for years. Unexpected consequences asso-

ciated with a changing climate may lead to other outbreaks in the future.  

Margaret Skinner, President 

  

 

Forest of Light, by Vivien Sorce, 14, Hinesburg, VT.  

Another visual arts honorable mention winner from our 
“a celebration of trees” artistic contest. 

Mountain Bonsai, by Isaiah Ritchie, 13, Jericho, VT  

A visual arts honorable mention winner from our “a 
celebration of trees” artistic contest. 

 

Want to get involved with BOB! ? 

Our next work meeting is at the Burling-
ton Community Tree Nursery on July 13, 
5:30-7:30 pm. Contact Margaret Skinner 
at mskinner@uvm.edu for details. 

https://www.facebook.com/Branch-Out-Burlington-114892851925342/
https://twitter.com/BTVTrees
https://www.instagram.com/branchoutburlington/
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu


  

If you can get up, you can get down: 
 

By Gaia Lenox, 16, Cambridge, VT 
 

Have you ever had sour  

cherries?  

They're an angry fruit  

that stings your throat  

and boils in your stomach  

prone to scrunched noses  

and tart pies 

and being gathered  

by girls with blonde pig tails 

promising delicious desserts  

reaching high into branches  

that have so often posed  

as castle balconies  

or crows nests  

leaving splinters and broken  

wrists  

as a parting reminder  

of the whispered secrets that  

were held hostage by snow  

and blossoms  

in exchange for  

fingers stained red by cherry juice  

that would find its way into  

the cracks in our fingernails  

and the lace of our dresses  

that were often decorated  

with mud and bark and bad dreams  

and missed dance classes  

because the shoes hurt  

our toes  

that were needed to grip  

limbs 

that would push us  

that much closer to the  

sun  

and the sour cherries  

above. 

A tree from lost generations 
 

By Suhanee Mitragotri, 17, Lexington, MA 
 

Great 
great 
great 
grandparents walked the homeland. 
Their footprints were artifacts in the wet mud, 
memories of a time 
they found the only patch of land that hadn’t  
been consumed by someone else. 
 

In their right hand they held seeds  
and in their left a garden shovel. 
 

Those seeds were tucked under earthen 
ground, blessed with water above and 
warmth below. 
 

They soon blossomed into little babies 
who cried for their parents at night 
waiting for a cradle to rock them to sleep. 
They still needed someone to water them 
someone to help them grow. 
 

But these babies became children 
and these children became adults 
and these adults needed no one’s help 
and they wanted to be as far from the soil as possible. 
They became bustling city folk breathing in 
polluted air and hearing the car horns that  
splattered impatience on the busy streets. 
They trudged aimlessly along the cracked 
sidewalks, never taking a moment to 
observe the person waving to them across 
the street. 
 

And eventually they needed more space to 
stretch their limbs. 
They wanted to leave. 
They headed for America 
 

where air didn’t smell of gasoline, 
where there was space for their seeds  
to grow. 
Their leaves could finally reach sunlight. 
They no longer had to fight for water. 
They no longer had to fight for ground 
 

but 
somehow 
 

they still found something to fight about. 
 

They realized the soil wasn’t like the 
soil they grew up in back home. 
They realized the soil was changing their children. 
They realized that a tree was growing 
flooded with leaves, flowers, branches 
 

but you could no longer see the roots. 
 

The roots were back in their homeland 
The roots were supporting this family. 
The roots remained with the seed. 
The roots are what kept the family tree alive. 

 

These poems received honorable mentions in our artis-
tic contest done in cooperation with the Young Writers 
Project. You can find all the winners in “The Voice”:  



 

  

What’s This? 

Many Hands Make Light Work 

On a hot Sunday in early June, 10 girls from Troop 
60267 (part of the Girl Scout Council of the Green and 
White Mountains), their troop leaders and mothers 
helped out at the Burlington Community Tree Nursery 
as one of five volunteer activities they were doing to 
earn their service merit badges. Steve Rivard and Mar-
garet Skinner from BOB! were there to welcome them 
and show them the ropes. The first task was to learn 
about gypsy moth, the latest pest wreaking havoc on 
some of our trees. They learned what to look for and 
what they can do about the pest. Gazing up while they 
walked slowly through each row of young trees, they 
looked for the hungry caterpillars. When the first one 
was found, they all recoiled with a loud “Yuck, How 
gross!!!”. After a while though they got into it and 
treated it like an Easter egg hunt. They located over 200 
caterpillars, squashing them under their feet to protect 
the foliage from being devoured. The trees in the 
nursery are young and it only takes a few caterpillars to 
consume all the leaves. While a mature tree can survive 
that stress, it is particularly hard on these small ones. 
Their efforts to root out this pest made a real difference 
for the health of the nursery trees.  
 But that’s not all. Rosie 

Gimino, one of the bud-
ding bug busters, took 
what she learned home! 
She spotted a crab apple 
near her house that was 
completely defoliated. 
Gypsy moth larvae 
coated the tree trunk. 
She got busy with a 
bucket of soapy water to 
remove them, and has 
shared her knowledge 
with others in the neigh-
borhood.  
 

BOB! greatly appreciates 
the work of Rosie and 
Troop 60267, and looks 
forward to their help in 
the future.  

Rosie Gimino, Girl Scout and 
Ace Bug Buster, at work on 
gypsy moth eradication. 

While the Scouts searched the nursery trees for gypsy moths, they 
discovered a large clump of caterpillars at the top of a hackberry 
tree (Celtis occidentalis). The caterpillars were black with tiny white 
spots, thorny black spines and eight reddish orange dots running 
down their back. They clearly weren’t gypsy moths, but what were 
they? Before we disposed of them, we had to know. Come to find 
out, they were the larvae of the mourning cloak butterfly, Nymphalis 
antiopa, also called the spiny elm caterpillar. The wings of the adult, 
when open, are an elegant dark maroon with a yellow border and a 
line of iridescent blue spots. They have a wingspan of up to 4 
inches. When folded they look like a piece of bark. They are a 
beautiful butterfly that clearly needed our protection.  
 

This species is found throughout much of North America, from 
Alaska to Florida and also occurs in northern Eurasia. They over-
winter as adults, which is why they are one of the first butterflies 
we see in spring. Larvae feed on willow, elm, hackberry, hawthorn 
and poplar, while adults sip on tree sap, fermenting fruit and flower 
nectar. Adults can live for 11-12 months, making them one of the 
longest-lived butterflies. 
 

The caterpillars in the nursery had to go because they were devour-
ing all the leaves of the small hackberry. They were gently relocated 
to a nearby mature elm tree with plenty of foliage so the larvae 
could complete their development without hurting our nursery 
trees. Hopefully we will see them flying around this spring. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Girl Scout Troop 602676 putting in some significant sweat equity at the 
BOB! nursery. Check out the wheel barrow filled with weeds they pulled! 

Clockwise: Larva, adult wings open and closed, pupa and egg mass.  



  

Profiles of Courage & Beauty  

Maggie Citarella prepared descriptions of a couple of tree species we grow in our community tree 
nursery that will be transplanted out on our streets in the coming years. 

 

Scientific name: Quercus macrocarpa 

Bur oak – also called mossy cup oak – is a large, slow to moder-

ate-growing, deciduous tree. Native to northern and central 

United States, these majestic oaks are long-lived and grow natu-

rally in open habitats in full sun. The trunk is large and supports a 

broad-spreading, rounded crown. The deeply furrowed bark is 

dark gray to brown. Bur oak grows to 60-80 ft tall and wide. The 

leathery, dark green leaves have 5-9 rounded lobes. The twigs may 

have corky wings or ridges. In spring, small yellow-green flowers 

appear with the leaves. As the common name suggests, the acorns 

are covered with a mossy scale or bur near the rim. The species 

name macrocarpa comes from the Greek word macro meaning large 

and carpa meaning fruit, referring to the large acorn size. Tough 

and drought-resistant, bur oak is an excellent shade, rain garden, 

or yard tree that attracts birds and wildlife. This tree grows in 

plant hardiness zones 3-9. 

Bur Oak 

Additional Information: 

• https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/quercus_macrocarpa--bur_oak    

• https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/quercus-macrocarpa    

• https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a902    

Give a Lasting Memory 
 

Want to honor a loved one for their contributions, or leave a living legacy in memory of a friend or family member? 
Instead of flowers, give a tree through our Give-A-Tree program? For $130 you can contribute to planting of a tree in Bur-
lington, to make it a greener city. The donation is used to purchase and care for a tree in our community tree nursery. The tree is 

planted in its final home along a Burlington street or in one of our parks. To learn more, go to: Give-a-Tree Program - Branch 
Out Burlington! or contact Margaret Skinner, mskinner@uvm.edu; 802-656-5440. 

 

https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/quercus_macrocarpa--bur_oak
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/quercus-macrocarpa
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a902
https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/give-a-tree-program/
https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/give-a-tree-program/
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu


 

  

You can still get treegators to water your trees, mugs to drink in style 
or a hat to keep your head cool (good for all ages). 
 

Order at: https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/  
 

All funds support our tree planting in Burlington and beyond and trees for 
VT non-profits.   

 

Do you know a school or public space that needs a tree  
to make their space more beautiful? 

 
Every year, BOB! gives away trees to local schools, towns and non-profits with 
space for one. Contact Steve Rivard at reevesovnt@aol.com to apply. 

Additional Information: 

• http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=262479&isprofile=0&    

• https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/marmo-freeman-maple/  

Scientific name: Acer x freemanii ‘Marmo’ 

‘Marmo’ is a medium- to large-sized, deciduous tree with a broad co-

lumnar shape and strong central leader. 'Marmo' maple is a cultivated 

variety of a hybrid of two native species: red maple (Acer rubrum) 

and silver maple (Acer saccharinum). Interestingly, crosses between 

these species occur naturally in the wild, as well as by controlled 

propagation. These trees grow very quickly and reach 45-70 ft in 

height and 35-40 ft in width. ‘Marmo’ comes from a species of tree 

originally from the Morton Arboretum in Lisle, Illinois, which were 

planted near Lake Marmo in 1920. In spring, five-lobed, green leaves 

tinted with red appear from red petioles (the stalks that attach leaves 

to the stem). The fall colors range from scarlet-green to burgundy-

yellow. The small flowers do not produce seed. Full sun exposure is 

preferred. This tree adapts to a wide range of conditions and is con-

sidered urban tolerant, making it a fine option for a rain garden, 

shade tree, street tree, or accent tree. ‘Marmo’ grows in plant hardi-

ness zones 3-9. 

Freeman Maple – ‘Marmo’ 

https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/
mailto:reevesovnt@aol.com
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=262479&isprofile=0&
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/marmo-freeman-maple/


 

The BOB! Mission: We are a group of volunteers who help plant and care for Burlington’s trees. Our goal is to promote a city graced with 

a variety of beautiful, healthy trees, and a citizenry involved with forever expanding and preserving our urban forest. 

Produced by:  The Volunteers of Branch Out Burlington!  
with support from our friends in the Burlington Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Waterfront 

Copyright © 2021 Branch Out Burlington! 

The Pest Management Corner  

Lots of people around Vermont are talking about the gypsy moth, Lymantria dispar dispar, outbreak these 
days, and the question on everyone’s mind is “What’s going to happen NEXT year?”. It is impossible to 
predict that with certainty because of many uncontrollable natural factors, but there are a few things to 
look out for as they provide clues to the future. The cloth bands wrapped around tree trunks of suscepti-
ble trees are a great way to keep an eye on the gypsy moth population and its natural enemies. These bands 
won’t prevent an outbreak, but can reduce defoliation on young or highly prized trees in the yard.  
 

I have seen a few young larvae attached to the tree by a small white capsule. That is the pupal case of the 
parasitic wasp, Apanteles melanoscelus. It lays an egg in the larva, which hatches, feeds on the body fluids of 
the caterpillar and emerges to produce the pupa. This species rarely reaches high enough numbers to re-
duce pest populations, but it is good to see it active.  
 

Gypsys, Gypsys Everywhere, and not a Leaf to Eat! 
 

By Margaret Skinner, UVM Extension Entomologist 

I have also seen a few caterpillars showing characteristic 
disease symptoms. Cadavers hanging down vertically by 
their hind legs may be infected with Entomophaga 
maimaiga, the fungus that so effectively kept the popula-
tion in check. Those hanging down in a V are likely in-
fected with NPV, nuclear polyhedrosis virus. This virus 
occurs naturally, but is only effective when there are lots 
of gypsy moth caterpillars to spread the disease around. 
 

After eggs are laid, you may see tiny wasps laying eggs in-
side gypsy moth eggs. Their emergence holes will be visi-
ble later this summer. The good news is most gypsy 
moths are pupating now so defoliation is almost over. In 
general, mature trees that are defoliated will releaf and if 
there’s enough rainfall and no other stress later in the 
growing season they should survive. Multiple defoliation 
events will take its toll on trees though. 
 

Tree band made from weed cloth tied around an 
oak tree, a simple but effective population moni-
toring tool.  

If you have trees you want to protect from defoliation next year, it is worth removing as many egg masses as 
you can reach later this summer by scraping them into a container of soapy water. You should also check cars 
and boat trailers, etc. to ensure you aren’t accidentally transporting egg masses to your camp or out of state.  
Back in the 1980s, anyone moving to quarantined areas needed inspections of all vehicles and lawn furniture 
before they left. When removing egg masses, it is wise to wear gloves, a long-sleeved shirt and a mask to en-
sure you don’t come in contact with the irritating hairs which can cause a rash or allergic reaction. The com-
mercial spray Btk (Bacillus thuringiensis var. kurstaki) is effective against gypsy moth when they are in their early 
larval stage. This is a viable management option but requires access to the upper tree canopy to be effective.  
 
 

Top to bottom: Parasitized 
larva; larva infected with 
the fungus; larva infected 
with NPV; larval epizootic 
caused by NPV; egg mass 
attacked by parasitic wasps. 

Left to right: Masses of egg masses, enough to create an outbreak; egg masses hidden on the inside of the wheel; 
Scraping off egg masses; eradication attempts in 1890s. DON’T TRY THIS HERE! Check out these pictures: 
https://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/disturbance/invasive_species/gm/additional_resources/photos/  

https://www.nrs.fs.fed.us/disturbance/invasive_species/gm/additional_resources/photos/

