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View from the Tree Tops  

Let’s not forget, almost 20 years ago, on 9/11, our country suf-

fered a shocking attack. It has shaped our lives in so many ways 

ever since. To remember that event, in September 2002, BOB! 

planted a tree (Acer x freemanii) at eight of Burlington’s public 

schools. We felt that planting trees, especially to benefit our 

youth, was a fitting symbol of hope. Trees embody all the qualities 

that are needed in difficult times: strength and endurance, flexibil-

ity and resilience, grace and beauty, and longevity and fragility. We 

also planted three trees in Battery Park and installed a plaque to 

commemorate the three sites where the attacks took place. We 

hung chains of origami cranes to hope for peace. In September 

2011, BOB! volunteers returned to the trees to weed around them 

and hang chains of 10 origami cranes, one for each year since the 

attack. In 2018 I visited Battery Park and found that someone had 

left a bouquet of carnations and a note, presumably listing names 

of five loved ones who lost their lives. This spring I went back to 

all the sites where trees were planted in school yards. All but two 

of the trees are flourishing and provide valued shade for the chil-

dren who probably have little knowledge about why the trees were 

planted there. As the 20th anniversary of 9/11 approaches, take 

time to remember who and what we lost that day. So many local, 

national and global crises are consuming our attention these days, 

but on 9/11/2021, take a moment to remember that sad day.  

Margaret Skinner, President 

  

 

The three 9/11 memorial trees in Battery Park (top); The plaque 

and note of remembrance in 2018 (bottom).   

Origami chain hung on one of Burlington’s 9/11 memorial trees 
in 2011 (left). Memorial tree in 2021 in the playground of the In-
tegrated Arts Academy at H.O. Wheeler (6 Archibald St.). When 
it was planted, there were no trees to shade the students.  

Want to get involved with BOB! ? 

Our next meeting is at the Burlington Commu-
nity Tree Nursery on Sept. 14, 5:30-7:30 pm. 
Contact Margaret at mskinner@uvm.edu for de-
tails. FREE Pizza! 

Did you know it may be unwise to feed birds this 

summer? Something has been killing birds in large 

numbers in the Mid-Atlantic and Midwest states. 

Bird baths and feeders should be disinfected regu-

larly with a 10% bleach solution.  Read more at: 

https://birdsofnewengland.com/2021/07/18/for-

the-birds-mystery-disease-killing-birds-in-u-s/  

https://branchoutburlington.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Branch-Out-Burlington-114892851925342/
https://twitter.com/BTVTrees
https://www.instagram.com/branchoutburlington/
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu
https://birdsofnewengland.com/2021/07/18/for-the-birds-mystery-disease-killing-birds-in-u-s/
https://birdsofnewengland.com/2021/07/18/for-the-birds-mystery-disease-killing-birds-in-u-s/


  
Branches of my youth 
 
By Madeleine Connery, 16, Shelburne, VT 
 

My tree is a razor-sharp memory 
Sticky pine and strong, safe trunk 
Perched on the edge of a forgotten home 
Which all my love has sunk 
 

From four years old I gathered round 
Lighting up at pinecones found 
Drawing breaths of sticky sweet air 
Gathering dirt within my hair 
 

At the age of six, I dared to climb 
And found myself stuck in record time 
Poised with fear, in need of help 
Grampa appeared at the sound of my yelp 
 

Ten years old, I drifted up high 
Pretending as if I was one with the sky 
Now Grammy was the one to shout in distress 
But the tree twirled me back down to be scolded in success 
 

But at age thirteen, I stayed up there all day 
Tears trickling down in the beauty of May 
And no one was there to be bothered with worry 
As I spoke up in grief to my loved ones, words blurry 
 

Later that day I bid a final farewell 
To my hidden sanctuary where the echoes of them dwell 
No more bold carefree days of sky and sun 
I had to care for myself now that my grandparents were done 
 

And still I wonder about the new possessors of the tree 
Unknowingly holding power over forgotten adventures of 
me 
For behind reaching branches and wise, wrinkled bark 
Is the brilliant soul of my grandparents' spark 

This poem received honorable mention in our artistic 
contest done in cooperation with the Young Writers 
Project. You can find all the winners in “The Voice”: 
https://youngwritersproject.org/node/39499  

Bob’s favorite silver maple, Gone, but never forgotten.   

Photo by Carolyn Bates. 

Gratitude 

Thank you, Silver Maple on Locust 

By Bob Wolf, Caroline St., Burlington 

August 10, 2021 

 

Today is a sad day for me as I listen to the chain saws and wood-

chippers at work knowing one of my favorite trees is gone. I get 

it….for the sake of progress. Still I'd like to remember my neigh-

borhood friend. 

Silver Maple on Locust Street, I don't know how old you were but 

you predated my arrival to Five Sisters over 30 years ago. 

From your rough exterior trunk, I knew you were a survivor of 

harsh winters, ice storms, winds, flooding, drought and countless 

other events. But you were more than a tough old tree. 

Thank you for your long, graceful branches extending over the 

street welcoming me home from work each day. 

Thank you for shielding my eyes from the morning sun so I could 

see the children safely cross the street on their way to Christ The 

King School.  

Thank you for showing me the first neighborhood signs of spring 

with your swollen buds, I knew good weather was coming! 

Thank you for your changing colors, bright spring leaves, silver 

summer foliage and autumn reds.  

Thank you for providing me shade canopy on hot summer walks.  

Thank you for your winter silhouettes of barren branches.  

I will miss seeing you every day!  

RIP Silver Maple on Locust Street. 

https://youngwritersproject.org/node/39499


 

  

What’s in a Name 
 

Margaret Skinner, Univ. of Vermont  

and  

Declan McCabe, St. Michaels College 

“What is that bug on my flower?” “What is that tree 
growing on my street?” These are common questions 
from curious citizen naturalists. We all like to give living 
things around us a name. It puts our natural world in or-
der. The trick is who gets to name them. Scientific 
names are intended to solve naming problems once and 
for all. The classical binomial or two-word (usually) no-
menclature developed by Linnaeus in the 1700s is 
broadly accepted by the scientific community as the gold 
standard. There is a specific way these official names are 
written so everyone will understand it: genus and species 
(always in italics or underlined) and authority (the person 
who first named it). For example, the full scientific name 
for sugar maple (its accepted common name) is: Acer sac-
charum Marshall. The genus is Acer, and there are several 
other closely related species in that genus, like A. rubrum 
(red maple). The species is saccharum, and this usually in-
dicates a unique group of organisms with similar mor-
phological features and the ability to reproduce. These 
days, though, thanks to advanced molecular analysis, 
they are finding some organisms that look the same, in 
fact can’t reproduce. They are two separate species that 
look identical morphologically.  
 

The name game can get even more complicated. There 
can be varieties within a species. For example, a peach 
and a nectarine are both Prunus persica, but peaches are P. 
persica var. persica and nectarines are P. persica var nuciper-
sica. A variety occurs in nature and generally is true to 
type. That means seeds from the white flowering plant 
variety will usually produce a similar plant with white 
flowers. Cultivars are not necessarily true to type. The 
term cultivar actually means “cultivated variety”. It is a 
plant type selected and grown by people. They may orig-
inate from hybrids or mutations. The only way to propa-
gate a cultivar and ensure it will look the same as the 
original plant is to grow it vegetatively with cuttings or 
tissue culture, not from seed. Sunburst honeylocust is an 
example of a tree that is both a variety and a cultivar: 
Gladitsia triacanthos var. inermis ‘Sunburst’. This is a variety 
that lacks thorns (inermis) and is a hybrid that produces 
bright golden leaves in spring. The hybrid name is capi-
talized, in single quotes and not italicized. This standard 
naming system helps people globally communicate. You 
can search for accepted scientific and common names 
through the Integrated Taxonomic Information System 
(https://www.itis.gov/) .   

 
 
 

You might think this is just scientific mumbo-jumbo, and 

Latin names are too hard to pronounce. That’s why there 

are common names. But common names change over time 

and from place to place. Often one species can have multi-

ple common names, which leads to confusion. And some-

times common names are inaccurate. The best example is 

ladybugs. They are beetles, not bugs, so they should really 

be called lady beetles. Technically, “bugs” are a specific or-

der of insects (Heteroptera = True bugs) with over 40,000 

species of plant sucking insects. The Entomological Society 

of America maintains a list of semiofficial common names 

to facilitate communication between entomologists, farm-

ers and pest managers. But for trees, lumber yards have 

one set of names; field guides another.  Have you ever 

wondered what a ‘hard maple’ is?  It’s not it in the field 

guides, but a neighbor who regularly fells trees can identify 

one at 50 paces.  Some would call it sugar maple, Acer sac-

charum.  In contrast, ‘soft maple’ covers a bunch of species 

(e.g., boxelder, striped, red and silver maple) that are not 

A. saccharum and have wood that isn’t as strong or heavy. If 

you have ever sawed off a branch from a sugar maple and 

then one from a boxelder, you will understand. Sawing 

through boxelder wood is like cutting butter. The moral of 

this story is, whenever possible, to be on the safe side, use 

the scientific name of an organism, and if it is easier to use 

the common name, at least have the Latin name at the 

ready. For some of us, who have a hard enough time re-

membering the name of someone they met 2 minutes ago, 

Good luck with that!   

 

Stay Tuned…in the future we will talk more about 
how common names are derived! 

Hippodamia variegata, the variegated lady beetle (left), and 
Boisea trivittata, boxelder bug (right).  

and now.(below). 

Acer saccharum, a hard maple, and its close-grained wood (left); 
and A. rubrum, a soft maple, and its wider-grained wood. 

https://www.itis.gov/


  

Profiles of Courage & Beauty  

Maggie Citarella prepared descriptions of a couple of tree species we grow in our community tree 
nursery that will be transplanted out on our streets in the coming years. 

 

Give a Lasting Memory 
 

Want to honor a loved one for their contributions, or leave a living legacy in memory of a friend or family member? 
Instead of flowers, give a tree through our Give-A-Tree program? For $130 you can contribute to planting of a tree in Bur-
lington, to make it a greener city. The donation is used to purchase and care for a tree in our community tree nursery. The tree is 

planted in its final home along a Burlington street or in one of our parks. To learn more, go to: Give-a-Tree Program - Branch 
Out Burlington! or contact Margaret Skinner, mskinner@uvm.edu; 802-656-5440. 

 

Scientific name: Acer griseum 

The paperbark maple is a small, deciduous tree native to central and east-

ern China. Growing in full sun to part shade, this tree typically matures to 

20-30 ft tall and 15-25 ft wide. The crown is oval to rounded. The bark is 

very ornamental and attractive, peeling into large curls that persist on the 

tree and contrast with the tan to rose-brown inner bark. The green leaves 

have three coarsely toothed leaflets. The underside of the leaves is blue 

green to gray green with fine hairs. The fall color varies from spectacular 

red and orange colors to less showy shades of reddish to bronze green. In 

spring, ornamentally insignificant yellowish flowers bloom. The fruits are 

winged samaras that emerge in summertime.  This is a popular bonsai tree. 

These trees are great ornamental or specimen trees and grow in plant har-

diness zones 4-8. 

Paperbark Maple 

Additional Information: 
 

• http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=q110  

• https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/54   

• https://landscapeplants.oregonstate.edu/plants/acer-griseum  

https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/give-a-tree-program/
https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/give-a-tree-program/
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=q110
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/54
https://landscapeplants.oregonstate.edu/plants/acer-griseum


 

  Scientific name: Acer triflorum 

Three-flowered maple is a small, slow-growing, deciduous tree native to Manchuria 

China and Korea. This maple has an attractive shape and dense, rounded crown. 

Growing in full sun to part shade, this tree matures to 25-30 ft tall by 25-30 ft wide. 

The small green-yellow flowers bloom in early spring. The species name triflorum de-

scribes the flowers which grow in clusters of three. The compound leaves are green 

and trifoliate (with three leaflets). Fruits are 1 in long seed pods (samaras). Ash-brown 

bark exfoliates in vertical strips and contrasts the orange-brown inner bark. In fall, the 

leaves turn to vibrant shades of yellow and orange to red. Three-flowered maple at-

tracts birds and is a great specimen or ornamental tree for around the home or garden. 

This tree grows in plant hardiness zones 4-9. 

Three-Flowered Maple 

Additional Information: 

• https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/acer-triflorum/  

• http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=275421   

• https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/acer_triflorum--threeflower_maple  

You can still get treegators to water your trees, mugs to drink 
in style or a hat to keep your head cool (good for all ages). 
 

Order at: https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/  
 

All funds support our tree planting in Burlington and beyond and 
trees for VT non-profits.   

 

Do you know a school or public space that needs a tree  
to make their space more beautiful? 

 

Every year, BOB! gives away trees to local schools, towns and non-

profits with space for one. To apply, go to: https://branchoutbur-
lington.org/programs/get-a-tree-program/  

Branch Out Burlington! thanks North Star Leasing 
Company for their generous donation, which 
supports our ongoing tree-related activities. 
https://www.northstarleasing.com/  

https://plants.ces.ncsu.edu/plants/acer-triflorum/
http://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?taxonid=275421
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/acer_triflorum--threeflower_maple
https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/
https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/get-a-tree-program/
https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/get-a-tree-program/
https://www.northstarleasing.com/


The one tall one is from last year. It grew 3 ft in one year!  

The BOB! Mission: We are a group of volunteers who help plant and care for Burlington’s trees. Our goal is to promote a city graced with 

a variety of beautiful, healthy trees, and a citizenry involved with forever expanding and preserving our urban forest. 

Produced by:  The Volunteers of Branch Out Burlington!  
with support from our friends in the Burlington Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Waterfront 

Copyright © 2021 Branch Out Burlington! 

Skinner’s Unusual Sycamore Propagation Technique 
By Margaret Skinner, University of Vermont (mskinner@uvm.edu)   

Step 1. Locate a juvenile sycamore (“mother tree”), i.e., it hasn’t begun to pro-

duce seed balls. Wood of mature trees is not good for propagating. If you cut off 

all new growth of the “mother tree”, it remains juvenile indefinitely. If you can’t 

locate a juvenile tree, contact Margaret and she can share some cuttings. 

Step 2. Propagate in early spring when the ground thaws enough to stick in a 

twig. Prepare the bed by removing weeds and loosening the soil to a depth of ~4-

5 inches. Clean and sharpen your hand clippers and loppers. Cut 3-4-ft long 

branch lengths from the current years wood, growth produced the summer be-

fore. 

Step 3.  Cut the branches into 4-6-inch lengths, ensuring there are at least 3-4 bud 

nodes along the cutting. This is longer than generally recommended, but because 

irrigation at our nursery can be intermittent, longer cuttings seem to result in bet-

ter survival. Make slanted cuts just below the bottom bud, and just above the top 

bud. Don’t leave a long length of twig above or below the bud because that part 

will die and may lead to disease in the rest of the cutting. 

Step 4. Stick twigs, right side up, into the soil so 1-2 of the buds are in the soil 

and 1-2 buds are above the soil. Don’t leave prepared cuttings in the air and sun 

for more than a few minutes because the cells at the ends will begin to dry out. I 

leave ~2 inches between each cutting. Tamp down the soil around the twigs by 

gently stepping around them. If possible, install drip irrigation or a soaker hose 

around the cuttings. 

Step 5. The cuttings should be watered regularly to keep soil moist to a depth of 

6 inches. Cuttings will begin to sprout leaves after a few weeks or a month. Don’t 

despair if they don’t show life right away. My success rate is usually around 50-

75%.  

Step 6. The cuttings should continue to be watered in future years can be trans-

planted the following year or at least spaced out to give them more room to grow. 

They generally put on 1-3 ft of growth annually. 

 

Twenty years ago, it was love at first sight for me and that American sycamore (Plata-

nus occidentalis) on Falls Road in Shelburne (VT). I read up about this tree species and 

learned Chittenden Co. was at the northern edge of its range. Purchasing this species 

from an out-of-state nursery in a warmer regions is unwise. I needed to propagate 

trees from a local source. John Padua, owner of Cobble Creek Nursery, has grown lo-

cal sycamores for years, collected around Monkton. BOB! planted two of his saplings 

in our nursery. I read up on propagating cuttings, but every year I failed. Then, one 

year, in desperation, I just cut young branches into lengths and haphazardly stuck 

them in the ground, expecting the worst. Holy Smokes! Most leafed out and thrived! 

That began many years of propagating local sycamores. I have even shared some with 

John for his nursery!  Here are the basics of how I do it so you can give it a try. 

The Falls Rd. syca-
more, this picture 
doesn’t do it jus-
tice.  Look for 
yourself. You may 
fall in love too! 

Cuttings ready to plant (left), cuttings stuck in 
the ground with irrigation tape nearby (right). 

Bud break on current year 
cutting (top); current and 
1-yr old cutting in mid- 
summer (right). The tall 
one is from last year. It 
grew 3 ft in 1 year! 

Fruit of my labors. This sycamore was 

planted in Battery Park in 2021. 


