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TICK TOCK, TICK TOCK… Branch Out Burlington’s 15th Annual Tree Sale will open December 7. We are offering
an array of fruit and shade trees. It will be announced to our email subscribers. To place an order go to:

https://branchoutburlington.org
Trees sell out quickly so don’t delay to place your order. Last year we sold out in 2 weeks.

View from the Tree Tops
Transitions are so hard for me. November and December mark the final
passing of this year’s summer. It was a long one, with the first hard frost only in
early November. But now the days are getting shorter, it is cold, gray and
dreary. It is hard not to get a little sad. But there’s always an upside. This is a
time to get caught up on all the inside tasks we put off because our gardens or
community tree nursery beckoned us outside. Now is also the time to start
thinking about the spring. It is a great time to set goals for your tree planting or
garden expansions. What do you want to improve on next year? Is there a troublesome corner of your garden that you want to tackle next year? Remember,
the Winter Solstice is on Dec. 21, and then the days will start to get longer
again. So buck up, strap on your snow shoes and delight in the snow while we
still have it! Enjoy the upcoming holiday season and stay healthy and safe. We
will need all of your help to plant new trees in the nursery!

Want to get involved
with BOB! ?
Our ANNUAL meeting is online
on Tuesday, Dec. 14, 6:00-8:00
pm. Contact Margaret at
mskinner@uvm.edu for the link.
All are welcome!

Margaret Skinner, President (mskinner@uvm.edu)

Passing of the Seasons.

Ann Milovsoroff took time to smell the roses (or in this case
the mushrooms) at our tree nursery. This beautiful mushroom might be what is called the scaly ink cap or feltscale
inky cap fungus (Coprinopsis variegata). (Don’t quote me, I’m
no mushroom expert.)
http://www.mushroomexpert.com/coprinopsis_variegata.html
Bill Allen captured this beautiful stump dressed in its finest
as fall moves towards winter. This reminds us that even
the passing of a great tree leaves behind its legacy for the
next generation.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coprinopsis_variegata
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Who Are/Were We?
This year marks BOB!’s 25th anniversary. We established the group in 1996, at the urging of Warren Spinner, Burlington’s city arborist, and Steve Sinclair, head of VT’s Urban and Community Forestry Program. Ever since that fateful year, we
have had many dedicated individuals who served on our board. Most are featured below. Over the past 25 years, at least 29 different people have served as directors or board members. Three have served over 20 of the 25 years, six have served over 10 years.
The average length of service is 6 years. BOB! couldn’t have accomplished as much without these people. Each has brought something of themselves to the group, and left BOB! changed for the better. Anyone in the area is most welcome to get involved in
BOB!, no matter where they reside. In fact, some of our most active board members live beyond Burlington’s borders. Burlington’s
urban forest contributes to making Vermont’s largest city beautiful and a pleasant place to visit as well as live in.

Kyle Albee

Maggie Citarella & V.J. Comai

Ann Milovsoroff

Steve Rivard
Lisa Hoare

Cheryl Frank Sullivan
Jacob
Holzberg-Pill

Nancy Knox

Karen Dawson

Judy Goodyear

Barbara Nolfi
Chris Hadsel

Fran Cohen

Barbara Mines & Bill Allen (L, R)

Margaret Skinner

Gail Asbury

Polly Thompson

Matt Latiolais

Marty and Donna Waldron

Paul Hochanagel

Janet Kane & Karla Ferrelli (L, R)

Warren Spinner & Brian Sullivan (L, R)

There are a few past board members for whom we couldn’t find pictures,
and others we may have missed. For this we are sorry, but we still appreciate their service to BOB!
2

So Long, Farewell, auf Wiedersehn, goodbye... But Not Really

Many of you who have had the pleasure of taking part in our tree walks, will know Nancy Knox. She has led
many of these events over the years, and has been a board member for 23 years. She informed us recently that
she wants to free up her schedule, and has decided to resign from the board. She promised she will remain active in BOB!, and hopefully will lead a future tree walk. Below, in her own words, are a few parting thoughts for
her “tree friends”. Thank you, Nancy for all you have done for BOB! and the trees around us.
Dear BOB! Board:
After careful thought and consideration, I’ve decided to step down from the BOB! board at the end
of 2021. My husband, Tom, and I hope to travel more and be more spontaneous in exploring Vermont
and places afar.
BOB! has been an important part of my life since the late 1990’s, and a natural extension of my UVM
education in Forestry and Plant and Soil Science, my work as a consulting landscape architect and a
volunteer with the state Urban and Forestry Council (where I represented BOB! and volunteer tree
groups for a few years), and other landscape related volunteer work (Master Gardener, Master
Naturalist…). In some ways BOB! is the glue that connects these parts of my past and present life.
I treasure all of the BOB! board members and significant others (when my son Ian was young he
used to call BOB! folks my ‘tree friends’!). I value your collective passion for all the projects and interests we share, especially now that it seems like our work advocating for trees and the urban forest is even more important than ever. I value my friendship with all of you, and respect your
knowledge and commitment to these efforts.
I will continue to volunteer with BOB! and be involved as much as I can, so I’m really not going away.
It does seem like the right time to let someone else step up and fill my Board position, and become
more deeply involved with BOB!.
- Nancy Knox

Nancy’s dad and son, Ian. Her dad was
thrilled to help with tree planting at the
nursery. Nancy said “It’s his fault I studied forestry.” So, we can thank him for all
Nancy has done to enrich us with her
wealth of tree knowledge.

Nancy in her element…telling us the difference between white and red oaks.
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Profiles of Courage & Beauty
Maggie Citarella prepared descriptions of a few tree species we are offering in our 15th annual tree sale.

Minnesota Strain Redbud
Scientific name: Cercis canadensis ‘Minnesota Strain’
The ‘Minnesota Strain’ is a cultivar of the American or eastern redbud,
which is native to North America. This tree was selected for its cold hardiness at the University of Minnesota Landscape Arboretum. A graceful
tree with a rounded, vase shape, this redbud is a small deciduous tree
with a moderate growth rate. This tree grows to a height and width of 2030 ft. Rosy pink, pea-like blossoms appear in spring and yield brown
pods that remain on the tree throughout the winter. Heart-shaped leaves
emerge reddish to burgundy, mature to a dark green, and then turn a
warm yellow in autumn. A great tree for wildlife, this tree can be planted
in a lawn, along a shrub border, or in woodland margins. This tree grows
in full sun to part shade in plant hardiness zones 4-9.

Additional Information:
•
•
•
•

https://www.treestodaynursery.com/mn-strain-redbud/
https://plants.oaklandnursery.com/12130001/Plant/25696/Minnesota_Strain_Redbud
https://www.arborday.org/trees/treeguide/treedetail.cfm?itemID=912
https://trees.umn.edu/northern-strain-redbud-cercis-canadensis-northern-strain
Tom Cooper, former editor of Horticulture Magazine, and a Dorset, VT native, said about transplanting perennials:
“First year they weep,
Second year they sleep,
Third year they leap”.
I bet this applies to transplanted trees too, so give your trees lots of TLC for the first 2 years if you want them to thrive.

Do you know a school or public space that needs a tree
to make their space more beautiful?
Every year, BOB! gives away trees to local schools, towns and non-profits with space for
one. To apply, go to: https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/get-a-tree-program/
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Golden Glory Dogwood
Scientific name: Cornus mas ‘Golden Glory’
The ‘Golden Glory’ dogwood or Cornelian cherry is a deciduous shrub or small tree native to Europe and Asia. Growing to
a height and width of 15–20 ft, ‘Golden Glory’ develops exfoliating bark as it matures. Showy, star-like, yellow flowers bloom
in early spring before the leaves emerge. Ovate leaves are dark
green, grow to 4 in long, and turn a purple tinge in autumn.
Fleshy, oval-shaped fruits are one-seeded berries which develop
a cherry red color in the summer. Although sour, the fruits are
edible and can be made into syrups and preserves. This tree is
somewhat self-fruitful or self-pollinating, but an additional pollinator tree is often helpful. Hardy, vigorous, and deer-resistant,
‘Golden Glory’ can be used in a hedge, screen, and foundation
or specimen planting. This tree prefers full sun to part shade
and grows in plant hardiness zones 4-8.

Additional Information:
•
•
•

https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=j920
https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantcollections/plantfinder/cornus_mas_golden_glory--golden_glory_cornelian_cherry
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/cornelian-cherry-dogwood/#!

Give a Lasting Memory
Want to honor a loved one for their contributions, or leave a living legacy in memory of a friend or family member?
Instead of flowers, give a tree through our Give-A-Tree program. For $130 you can contribute to planting of a tree in Burlington, to make it a greener city. The donation is used to purchase and care for a tree in our community tree nursery. The tree is
planted in its final home along a Burlington street or in one of our parks. To learn more, go to: Give-a-Tree Program - Branch
Out Burlington! or contact Margaret Skinner, mskinner@uvm.edu; 802-656-5440.
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Amur Chokecherry
Scientific name: Prunus maackii
Amur chokecherry is also known as Manchurian cherry and Amur cherry. It
is a small, deciduous tree native to Manchuria, Siberia, and Korea. Rounded
in form, this graceful tree grows to a height of 20 ft and a width of 25 ft. Fragrant, white flowers bloom in spring. Fruits are small, glossy cherries that
mature from red to black. Ripening in late summer, fruits can be made into
jams, jellies, and juices. Green, serrated leaves turn lemon yellow in fall.
Amur chokecherry is remarkable for its nice fall color, bronze-red peeling
bark, and showy winter interest. The common name refers to the Amur
River that flows for 1,000 miles between Russia and China. The species
name maackii honors Richard Karlovich Maack, a 19th century Russian naturalist. Great as an accent, lawn, or shade tree, this fast-growing, cold hardy
tree requires full sun and grows in plant hardiness zones 2-9.

Additional Information:
•
•
•
•

https://plants.gertens.com/12070009/Plant/343/Amur_Chokecherry/
https://mortonarb.org/plant-and-protect/trees-and-plants/amur-cherry/
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a912
https://hort.extension.wisc.edu/articles/amur-cherry-prunus-maackii/

The gift-giving season is here. Why not escape 2021’s supply chain disruptions and buy
locally hand-made mugs to share with friends
and family. There are two styles, latte mugs and
tankards in various shades of blue.
OR How about a cool, all-cotton BOB! hat to

keep your head warm (good for all ages)? It is a
great way to show you care about our trees.
Order at:
The BOB! Mission: We are a group of volunteers who help plant and care for Burlington’s trees. Our goal is to promote a city graced with a variety of beautiful, healthy trees,
and a citizenry involved with forever expanding and preserving our urban forest .

https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/
All funds support our tree planting in Burlington and beyond and trees for VT non-profits.
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