News from the BRANCHES!
Newsletter
February 2022
Volume 3: Issue 2
https://branchoutburlington.org/
Like us on Facebook, View us on Instagram, Follow us on Twitter @ BTVTrees

View from the Tree Tops
As you may recall, last year we held a contest called “A Celebration of
Trees” in collaboration with the Young Writers Project (YWP). It was
a great success, so we are holding another contest this year, focused on
Climate Change and the important role of trees to combat it. This contest is for young artists, 13-18 years old, so let your children, grandchildren and great grandchildren know.
That doesn’t mean YOU (if you are over 18) can’t get in on the action.
We would love to receive creative works of art, poetry or prose; drawings, paintings or photographs that illustrate the importance of trees to
you and our planet. We will include them in future newsletters. Send
your work to Bill Allen at ballen@everde.com

Want to get involved
with BOB! ?
Our monthly meeting is online
on Tuesday, Feb. 8, 6:00-8:00
pm. Contact Margaret at
mskinner@uvm.edu for the link.
All are welcome!

Margaret Skinner, President (mskinner@uvm.edu)

Winter Artistic Contest

2022
To enter:
https://youngwritersproject.org/node/43213

A CALL TO ACTION THROUGH ART TO PROTECT
OUR ENVIRONMENT FROM OURSELVES
THE CHALLENGE: Given the vital role of trees for moderating climate change, in words or visual art describe the importance of trees to you and the critical role they play in saving planet Earth.
WHAT THE JUDGES ARE LOOKING FOR: Compelling, original, moving writing and visual art. Entries will be judged
on their creativity and demonstration of a passion for trees, an appreciation for the role of trees in combating climate
change, and an ability to communicate the urgent need to value trees for reversing our current climate change trajectory.
CATEGORIES:
1. WRITING – Fiction or nonfiction, poetry, prose, songs, commentary, etc.
2. VISUAL ART – Photography, painting, drawing, etc.
ENTRANTS: Teens from anywhere, ages 13-18, with accounts with Young Writers Project. (Account sign-up is free:
https://youngwritersproject.org)
GREAT PRIZES TO BE WON AND PUBLICATION IN THE YWP MAGAZINE
ENTRY DEADLINE: Feb. 28, 2022.

Whales Tails All Dressed Up with Nowhere to Go
Taken by Kristina Neumann, longtime BOB! volunteer.
Where did they come from, and why are they here? Jim
Sardonis (a VT artist) entered his design in a contest for a museum in Anchorage, Alaska. Though they were a finalist, the
cost to make them in bronze was too much, so instead Sardonis was commissioned to make them in African black granite
and called them “Reverence”, to symbolize the fragility of the
planet. They were installed first in Randolph, VT as a showpiece in front of a hotel. The hotel was never built so when the
property changed hands, the Tails were sold to Technology
Park to grace the walking path. So, did whales ever swim in
Vermont? The remains of whale bones were found by railroad
workers in 1849, near Charlotte, 10 ft below ground and believed to be from a Beluga whale, Delphinapterus leucas. Over
12,500 years ago, the Champlain Valley was an extension of the
ocean, called the Champlain Sea, so indeed whales were here.
They are long gone now, but their memory lives on in Reverence for all to see. Here’s a video to see more:
https://vimeo.com/189695826

Have you Hugged a Tree Today?
Margaret Skinner, a reformed tree hugger
It always seemed to me that “Tree Hugger” was somewhat of a pejorative term,
though it has been occasionally used to describe BOB! and its dedicated volunteers.
According to Merriam-Webster, a tree hugger is defined as an environmentalist, and
in particular an advocate for the preservation of woodlands. The definition notes
that the term can be used disparagingly.
Well, I recently thought I would give it a try. On one of the coldest days this winter I
went to one of the biggest trees I know, a cottonwood bordering the Burlington
Golf Club, and a past Awesome Tree Contest winner. It stood patiently as I wrapped
my arms around it. It was so wide I could barely reach 1/4 th of the way around it,
but I gave it a good squeeze, no mask required! It was very comforting. I encourage
everyone to give a tree a hug today.

Lest we forget why we have chosen to live in bone-chilling Vermont…
Photo captured by Suzanne Stimik, January 2022.

Our Board of Directors, 2022
Margaret Skinner, President; Kyle Albee, Vice President; Karla Ferrelli, Treasurer; Maggie Citarella, Secretary;
Warren Spinner; Jacob Holzberg-Pill; Steve Rivard; Bill Allen and Tom Roland.
Thank you to you all for your volunteer service to the organization and trees.

Our Latest, Greatest Board Member, Tom Roland.
A Buckeye (no, not a horse chestnut) by birth, Tom Roland grew up in southern
Ohio. As a child he frequently explored local forests with his father, an amateur arborist and fine woodworker. In 1978, after residency training in Utah, he moved to
Charlotte, Vermont. There, he and his family purchased 20 acres, built a home and
planted over a hundred trees. A young Bill Allen (BOB! Board member) helped them
create a beautiful landscape including a katsura (now 40-ft tall), a buckeye, pin oaks,
white oak and tulip trees.
After retirement as a radiation oncologist at UVM, Tom and Molly moved to Burlington where he still enjoys gardening and landscaping, hiking and biking, and playing
pickle ball with his two grandsons. He and his wife have two children and four grandchildren, all excellent tree climbers. He is honored to be a BOB! Board member and
appreciates the opportunity to help fulfill its mission.

If Leakey Can Effect Change, SO CAN WE!
The following quote is from an article by Jon Lee Anderson in the New
Yorker memorializing Richard Leakey, who died on January 2nd, 2022. Dr.
Leakey was a renowned paleoanthropologist, wildlife conservationist and
defender of elephants from Kenya.
“In the decades since Leakey torched the mound of tusks, Kenya’s elephant population has rebounded somewhat, to thirty-five thousand. But
many other species remain in peril, and in recent years Leakey sometimes seemed gloomy, if not resigned.
“There’s a narrowing down of the options for humanity,” he told me, in Nairobi. “It may not be possible to recover the environment sufficiently for wildlife in the next thirty or forty years,” he went on. “But, you know, the
planet has been here for three and a half, four billion years. Life has been on the planet for six hundred million
years, humans have been living on the planet—bipedal creatures—for six million years, and we’ve been a technological species for four million years. So can’t we get through the next few hundred years and put our vision to
restoring the planet?”

If you want to read more about Dr. Leakey:
https://www.newyorker.com/news/postscript/richard-leakeys-life-in-the-wild

Do you know a school or public space that needs a tree
to make their space more beautiful?
Every year, BOB! gives away trees to local schools, towns and non-profits with space for
one. To apply, go to: https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/get-a-tree-program/

This is Matthew Latiolais – Making Lemonade out of Lemons
I was part of BOB! over 15 years ago and led a few tree walks in 2008 and 2009. It
was one of the programs I was really sad to leave when we moved to Brattleboro in
late 2009, but we were moving to take over a Christmas Tree farm with 100 acres of
woods & a sugarbush, so I was pretty excited for what was next in my tree work life.
Unfortunately, on November 19, 2009, I fell at work at a lumber mill and sustained a
TBI (traumatic brain injury) which left me with right-sided weakness and aphasia (difficulty to express myself with words). Unable to continue working on the Christmas
Tree farm, we moved to Kinderhook, NY, where my partner’s family has a farm.

Matt leading the 2009 tree walk

Even though I can’t work in the trees anymore, they are still a lifeline to me. When I was in the rehab hospital, barely
able to speak any words, I kept asking for a book - “Dirr’s Hardy Trees and Shrubs.” My speech therapist had no idea
what I was saying and my partner could only understand ‘Durr’, but eventually we figured it out and I got my book! I
spent many happy hours flipping through pictures of trees.
When we moved to Kinderhook, there was space in a barn for me to set up a woodshop. I was so excited to do some
woodworking and we spent a lot of time setting up jigs and vices and clamps so that I could make things one-handed.
One of the things that I found fun to make was items that help me do things one-handed: So I started making book
holders and cardholders.

Matt’s wood working shop setup (see the band aid?), and some of his handiwork. (left to right)

At The College of Saint Rose in Albany, NY, they have a graduate program for people studying to be speech pathologists
and people like me with communication disorders get to participate in groups along with the graduate students. Everyone
gets a chance to work with and learn from each other. In the fall, we have a big event/awareness walk for the program
and in 2013, the teacher suggested that I bring some of my woodworking. So I brought a bunch of my wood crafts and
had a booth at The Moving Message - and they were a huge hit!
Eventually, the woodshop proved to be too tiring, and I’ve retired most of my woodworking. Now I am spending a lot of
time walking around the farm - it is still my happy place to be out in the woods. There is a trail that runs around our farm
and to nearby historic sites. It’s the perfect terrain for me to be out and taking photos or just enjoying nature.
I like to observe the trees around here, even though I cannot speak a lot about them. The woods have a very different
feeling between the mountains of Vermont and the valley of the Hudson River. I do miss seeing all the sugar maples - we
have some up in the hills here, but not really near my house, so I’ve planted a few in my yard instead. We have a lot of
red & white oaks. My favorite tree to see around here is the Sycamore - there are a few really huge ones on the trail.
We’re watching all the ash die from Emerald Ash Borer, just like in Vermont.
Even though my accident changed everything about what I was doing with
my life as a forester and tree climber, trees are still very important to me. By
changing my outlook a bit, I’ve been able to stay happy enjoying trees, even
if, on some days, that means just flipping through a book of pictures.
Matt and his wife Keri in 2017, at St. Rose.
https://www.strose.edu/2017/03/01/finding-words-one-time/
https://www.strose.edu/2021/09/29/matt-latiolais-finding-the-words-andguiding-others/

Profiles of Courage & Beauty
Maggie Citarella prepared descriptions of a couple of species we plant
in our community tree nursery for transplanting to our streets.

American Sweetgum
Scientific name: Liquidambar styraciflua
Native to the eastern US, American sweetgum is a large, moderate-growing, deciduous tree with unique star-shaped leaves. These trees have a
straight trunk with fissured, sometimes corky bark and a conical shape.
They typically grow to 60-80 ft tall (120 ft in the wild) by 40 ft wide. Small
yellow-green flowers appear in clusters in spring. Female flowers become
1.5 in wide hard, bristly gum balls. The common name comes from the
gummy, aromatic resin used as chewing gum, balm, and incense. Tolerant
of rabbit, deer, and clay soil, this is a great shade or lawn tree that can live
more than 150 years. Plus, American sweetgum trees showcase beautiful
fall color ranging from red and purple to orange and yellow – all on the
same tree! This tree grows in full sun and plant hardiness zones 5-9.

Additional Information:
•
•
•

https://www.chicagobotanic.org/plantinfo/tree_alternatives/sweetgum
https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=c116
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/819

Give a Lasting Memory
Want to honor a loved one for their contributions, or leave a living legacy in memory of a friend or family member?
Instead of flowers, give a tree through our Give-A-Tree program. For $130 you can contribute to planting of a tree in Burlington, to make it a greener city. The donation is used to purchase and care for a tree in our community tree nursery. The tree is
planted in its final home along a Burlington street or in one of our parks. To learn more, go to: Give-a-Tree Program - Branch
Out Burlington! or contact Margaret Skinner, mskinner@uvm.edu; 802-656-5440.

Amur maackia
Scientific name: Maackia amurensis
Amur maackia is a small, slow-growing, deciduous tree with showy
flowers and attractive bark. This tree has a compact, rounded form
and typically grows to 20-30 ft tall (60 ft in the wild) and 20-35 ft wide.
Fragrant, white, pea-like flowers appear in late spring in spike-like clusters. Bees and other pollinators love them. As a member of the pea
family, this tree bears fruits that are 2-3 in long flat seed pods. The
compound leaves are dark olive green and attractive in summer. The
bark is coppery bronze and exfoliates on mature trees. The genus and
species names refer to Karlovich Maack, the 19th century Siberian explorer who discovered the tree growing in the region of the Amur
River. This tree is native to Manchuria and Siberia. The tree may live
50-150 years and adapts to a wide range of soil conditions. Amur
maackia is a great, drought-tolerant shade tree or street tree. It grows
in full sun to part shade and in plant hardiness zones 3-7.

Additional Information:
•
•
•

https://www.missouribotanicalgarden.org/PlantFinder/PlantFinderDetails.aspx?kempercode=a630
https://selectree.calpoly.edu/tree-detail/maackia-amurensis
https://www.mortonarb.org/trees-plants/tree-plant-descriptions/amur-maackia

It is always a good time to buy locally handmade mugs to share with friends and family.
There are two styles, latte mugs and tankards
in various shades of blue and green.
OR How about a cool, all-cotton BOB! hat to

keep your head warm (good for all ages)? It is
a great way to show you care about our trees.
The BOB! Mission: We are a group of volunteers who help plant and care for Burlington’s trees. Our goal is to promote a city graced with a variety of beautiful, healthy trees,
and a citizenry involved with forever expanding and preserving our urban forest.
Produced by: The Volunteers of Branch Out Burlington!
with support from our friends in the Burlington Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Waterfront
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Order at:

https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/
All funds support our tree planting in Burlington and beyond and trees for VT non-profits.

