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What’s Up? 
 

Tuesday, November 8, 6:00-
8:00 pm: The first in-person 
monthly board/ business meet-
ing in over 2 years at the office 
of North Star Leasing. It is at 
747 Pine St., in Burlington, but 
the entrance is off Sears Lane -   
Take second right into parking 
lot on Sears Lane. Contact Mar-
garet at mskinner@uvm.edu for 
details. ALL ARE WEL-
COME! Pizza and soft drinks 
will be served. 
 
Saturday, November 5, 10 am. 
Elmwood Cemetery Tour with 
Preservation Burlington, 
https://www.preservationbur-
lington.org/  
Though this tour focuses on his-
toric aspects of the cemetery, 
you can also check out the amaz-
ing trees.  
 

Do you live in Burlington? 
Would you like a tree planted 
in the greenbelt in front of 
your house? Send Margaret 
Skinner an email and we will 
check it out for next spring: 
mskinner@uvm.edu    
  

View from the Tree Tops  

What a Beautiful Fall! 

This picture says it all! Seize every day! I hope you enjoyed the show our trees 
put on this year, whether walking in the woods, or driving down our city 
streets. We are SOOO lucky to live in Vermont. Remember that in February 
when it is 25 below! 
 
Margaret Skinner, President (mskinner@uvm.edu) 
 

Good Morning Northeast Kingdom! 

October 2022. From Kyle Albee, 

BOB! Vice President 
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  One Hundred Trees in Downtown Burlington Threatened 
 

By Preservation Burlington 

Trees play a vital role in the health and well-be-

ing of our urban areas, including downtown 

Burlington. In a May 2022 interview with Seven 

Days, city arborist V.J. Comai listed the many 

benefits of urban trees, including stormwater 

mitigation, cooling effects, carbon sequestra-

tion, and filtration of air pollutants. So why is a 

grove of over 100 mature trees in the heart of 

downtown Burlington threatened with whole-

sale removal? Preservation Burlington 

https://www.preservationburlington.org/ has 

launched an advocacy campaign to protect this 

important landscape, and we need your help. 

The trees in question surround the former Cathedral of the Immaculate Con-

ception on the block bordered by Pine, Cherry, Pearl, and St. Paul Streets. The 

grove of honey locusts (Gleditsia triacanthos) was planted in 1977 in a diagonal 

grid pattern. It is the work of the renowned landscape architecture firm Kiley-

Tyndall-Walker (https://www.tclf.org/pioneer/kiley-tyndall-walker?destina-

tion=search-results) of Charlotte, VT. It is one of the very few projects in Ver-

mont by this local firm, and the grove is a key component of the overall design 

of the cathedral property. 

For nearly 45 years this grove has offered a peaceful, shaded respite from the 

hustle and bustle of downtown Burlington. Since closure of the cathedral in 

Dec. 2018, access to the property has been restricted by a perimeter chain link 

fence. The property is for sale, and in Dec. 2021 a proposal was put forth to 

demolish the building and clear-cut all of the trees. Fortunately, this proposal 

did not move forward, and the property remains intact. It also remains threat-

ened, as a new development proposal for the parcel is in the works. 

The possibility of losing this grove is especially disheartening because in summer 2016 an extensive tree care program was imple-

mented, with $60,000 spent on the care, maintenance, and upkeep of the honey locusts. Arborist Bill deVos aerated the roots and 

soil, removed dead limbs, thinned the canopy, and conducted resistograph testing for interior fungal growth. In addition, five new 

trees were planted to fill gaps in the original landscape design. Today the honey locusts are more healthy and vibrant than ever and 

will continue to thrive for many more years. 

Preservation Burlington supports the adaptive reuse of the cathedral property in a manner that preserves and celebrates its architecture 

and landscape. To learn more about the history and significance of the cathedral property, please visit www.divine20pine.com . To 

make your voice heard in support of saving this urban grove of over 100 honey locust trees, please visit the Advocacy page 

(https://www.divine20pine.com/advocacy). It is important to let the property owner and the city know that we value the benefits of 

urban trees and do not support the removal of this healthy grove from our downtown.  

Preservation Burlington, founded in 1998, is a non-profit organization dedicated to preserving and protecting the historic archi-

tecture and livability of Burlington through education and advocacy.    

https://www.preservationburlington.org/
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It’s always a good time to buy locally hand-made mugs to 
share with friends and family. There are two styles, latte mugs 
and tankards in various shades of blue and green.   
 

OR, how about a hat to keep your head warm (good for all 
ages)? It is a great way to show you care about our trees. 
 

Order at:  

https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/  
 

All funds support our tree planting in Burlington and beyond 
and trees for VT non-profits.   

 

Do you know a school or public space that needs a tree  
to make their space more beautiful? 

 

Every year, BOB! gives away trees to local schools, towns and non-profits with space for one. To apply, go to: 
https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/get-a-tree-program/ 

Three international guests—Redouane Bousnane from Alge-
ria, Diaa Adham from Egypt and Maryem Guaali from Mo-
rocco—took part in our October nursery tree care session. 
They were here for a leadership development exchange spon-
sored by the US Dept.  of State and arranged through the 
Vermont Council on World Affairs. They are entrepreneurs 
interested in the environment and sustainability. We showed 
them environmental action can be fun and rewarding. They 
helped put on tree guards to protect our trees from rodents 
and removed invasive plants strangling forest trees around 
the nursery. And they got pizza and a tote bag when the job 
was done. A good time was had by all! 

Fall Tree Care 

Chores 

Did leaves on your peach look like this, with reddish 

blister-like growths? This is caused by a fungus called 

peach leaf curl. To protect your tree next year, now is the 

time to spray your trees with copper. Check out the Nov. 

2021 issue for details.  https://branchoutburling-

ton.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/BOBNewsletter-

Nov2021.pdf   

Fall Tree Planting Underway 

There are two ideal times to plant trees so they thrive—in 

the spring before they leaf out and in autumn after the 

leaves have fallen. The crew from the Burlington Dept of 

Parks, Recreation & Waterfront are out in force planting 

trees around town in the greenbelts. Over 100 of them are 

from the BOB! nursery. These are the fruits of our labors 

over the past 2-3 years. Thanks to all you who volunteered 

this year, and to the Parks crew for planting them.    

https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/
https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/get-a-tree-program/
https://branchoutburlington.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/BOBNewsletterNov2021.pdf
https://branchoutburlington.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/BOBNewsletterNov2021.pdf
https://branchoutburlington.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/BOBNewsletterNov2021.pdf


 

  

Travels with Trees 

By Margaret Skinner, President, BOB! 

Last month I dreamed up the idea of featuring trees we meet along our travels in our newsletter. To be honest, it was a filler, 
and at first I thought it was kinda corny. But then I shared the idea with my traveling companions, who were not particularly 
into trees. By the end of the weekend, they were all looking at the trees around them with a new appreciation. Since then they 
have sent me pictures to share. Now I get it. This exercise heightens our awareness of trees that we otherwise might walk by 
without noticing them.  So, I encourage you all to take pictures (you all have cell phones except me, so you have no excuse) of 
cool looking trees during your travels and send them to me at mskinner@uvm.edu. Include information on the species if you 
can and what made them stand out for you. 

Two beautiful live oaks, at the Santa Lucia Preserve, outside Carmel-by-the-Sea, 
California that took my breath away. I have been awed by the lone tree on the 
hill for several years, and noticed it is slowly declining. I bet it will be dead next 
time I make it out there. The other tree is draped with Spanish moss (Tillandsia 
usneoides), giving it an elegant but ghostly appearance. By the way, I never knew 
how many different species of live oaks there are until I took these pictures.  I 
called on the expertise of Leslie Keedy, City forester for Santa Cruz, CA to try to 
identify them. She thought they could be Quercus lobata. 

Two shapely trees on Sutter 
Place, San Francisco. My 90 yr-
old friend, Jayne Ross, captured 
a picture of them after her den-
tist appointment. She didn’t 
know the species but was 
struck by the interesting branch 
form. She would never have 
thought to share them without 
our Traveling with Trees seg-
ment.  

mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu


 

 

  ‘Tis the Season for Boxelder Bugs 
Margaret Skinner, UVM Extension Entomologist 

Adult boxelder bugs are black and reddish orange with red eyes and are about ½ inch long. 
They have three reddish stripes on the thorax (segment between the head and abdomen). 
When immatures hatch from the eggs, they are bright red, and are smaller than adults, and lack 
wings. They mature gradually, and at each stage, look more like adults. The eggs are a glossy 
rusty red color.    

This is a native insect which can be a nuisance pest for homeowners when it congregates on 
walls of homes in the fall. They can enter homes through gaps around windows and doors in 
search of shelter. In spring and summer, it feeds on the seeds of boxelder (Acer negundo) and 
other maple species (Acer spp.) and ash trees (Fraxinus spp.), which are common in this area. It 
also can suck sap of other parts of the plant besides the seeds. Plant damage is minimal. Popu-
lations are generally higher in years with a warm spring and a hot, dry summer. They can stain 
fabric in the house or deposit their excrement on the siding, which is unsightly. They emit an 
unpleasant smell when crushed. They do not sting, bite or transmit diseases.  

Adults emerge from overwintering sites in spring and fly to nearby host trees (usually boxelder) 
and other understory vegetation. After mating, females lay eggs in clumps on the surface of 
host leaves. Eggs hatch in 7-10 days and nymphs begin to feed on the leaves in the understory. 
Later in their life cycle they may predate on other soft-bodied insects, so in this respect they 
could be considered a beneficial insect. They complete 5 stages before reaching adulthood. 
There are several generations each year in northern New England. The last generation of the 
season, which occurs in autumn, tends to congregate on sunny walls and other structures, es-
pecially around boxelder trees. As it gets colder, they seek shelter in tree cracks and crevices or 
inside homes or garages. They appear to favor some homes over others, though the reason is 
unknown. Some believe they are more abundant around buildings that are taller than others in 
the area, or those that stand alone in the landscape. Apparently, the color of the building is not 
a factor in their selection of a congregation site. They tend to congregate in warm, protected 
areas, and favor the southern or western sides of buildings. 

Managing them can be challenging when there are large numbers of the bugs. Make sure the 

screens on the windows and doors are repaired and closed so the bugs don’t enter. Caulk 

cracks and gaps around the home that they might use to enter the home (good luck with that 

for old houses). Eliminating the bugs at the first sign of them is good because it may discour-

age others from gathering around them. Spraying the clusters of bugs with a mixture of soapy 

water is recommended by some. You can also vacuum them up, though make sure you kill the 

insects before disposing of them or they will escape and reinfest your area. To kill them, you 

can drown them with soapy water containing a small amount of rubbing alcohol. It may be 

necessary to continue to spray the area several times during their congregation period as there 

is no residual effect from the soap spray. It is wise to inspect the area around your home to 

look for potential sources for the infestation. They often cluster under shrub vegetation or 

woody debris. Removing these habitats is advised. Some say that removing the favored  

Life stages of the boxelder bug 
and their primary host: (top to 
bottom) adult, eggs, eggs and im-
matures, congregating adults and 
immatures on a tree trunk; box-
elder seeds and trifoliate leaf. 

 

host tree, boxelder, from around your home will discourage them from invading your property. However, boxelder is so common 

in our area, this is not likely to be a reasonable solution. Removing those growing within a few yards from your home, may reduce 

the population somewhat. Several chemical pesticides may be effective to kill them when they congregate on the sides of houses, 

but before using them on any surface, apply it to a place out of sight to make sure it doesn’t damage the surface. Spraying an insec-

ticide on boxelder trees to kill the bugs is not recommended because these bugs can fly over 2 miles to find a suitable overwintering 

site. As soon as it is cold outside, the bugs become inactive and will no longer try to enter the home. Like robins in spring, you may 

notice them again as they awake from hibernation and search for food. 

For additional information, check these websites: 

• http://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/insects/boxelder-bugs-5-522/  

• https://extension.umn.edu/nuisance-insects/boxelder-bugs#what-to-do-about-boxelder-bugs-indoors-117861   

• https://extension.psu.edu/boxelder-bug  
 

http://extension.colostate.edu/topic-areas/insects/boxelder-bugs-5-522/
https://extension.umn.edu/nuisance-insects/boxelder-bugs#what-to-do-about-boxelder-bugs-indoors-117861
https://extension.psu.edu/boxelder-bug
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=box+elder+bug&view=detail&id=50AC7F764EDCBB55AF211E3E648DB64F9409C414&first=106
http://www.ppdl.purdue.edu/PPDL/images/boxelder.jpg
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=box+elder+tree+pictures&view=detail&id=7371985F0D500D6C0DE4284128FADE72DDBFA493


 

 

 

The BOB! Mission: We are a group of volunteers who help plant and care for Burlington’s trees. Our goal is to promote a city 

graced with a variety of beautiful, healthy trees, and a community involved with forever expanding and preserving our urban forest. 

Produced by:  The Volunteers of Branch Out Burlington!  
with support from our friends in the Burlington Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Waterfront 

Copyright © 2022 Branch Out Burlington! 

Profiles of Courage & Beauty  

Tom Roland, BOB! board member, prepared a description of a tree we may offer in our 2023 BOB! Tree Sale.  
 

Serviceberry Robin Hill: A Tree for All Seasons 

Scientific name: Amelanchier arborea x grandiflora ‘Robin Hill’  

Who in Vermont has not admired the early blooming Amelanchier, also referred to com-
monly as shadblow, downy serviceberry, Juneberry, and sometimes apple serviceberry. It is 
called shadblow because the flowers bloom “when the shad run”. Shad is one of several 
saltwater fish in the herring family that swim up rivers to spawn. The name serviceberry 
comes from the fact that it blooms early in the spring when historically many memorial ser-
vices were held after the ground thawed. A wonderful addition to the home landscape, this 
small deciduous tree grows slowly to a mature height of 20-25 feet. In spring the showy dis-
play of white flowers covers all branches and makes a strong statement by a home or in a 
naturalized forest setting. The bark has a fine textured somewhat smooth gray pattern. A 
native to eastern North America, it can be found in some southern states as well. 

The cultivar ‘Robin Hill’ features early pale pink buds that usually fade to white. Michael 
Dirr, doyen of all trees (The Tree Book, Timber Press) describes this cultivar as more up-
right than others, often producing a good small single-stem tree to 20 feet tall and 15 feet 
wide. Growing in full sun or light shade, it prefers moist, well drained, acidic soil. Grows in 
USDA plant hardiness zone 4 or 5 (depending on the reference).  

Serviceberry leaves are 1-3 inches long, green to bronze in spring and show nice fall colors: 
yellow orange, orange red, and even brighter red as in the ‘Robin Hill‘ cultivar. Flowers bud 
pale pink then turn white, revealing five-petaled flowers in 2-4-inch pendulous racemes in 
spring. Its berries are dark purple, edible and highly prized by many birds, including cedar 
waxwing, robin, Baltimore oriole, cat bird, and hermit thrush. The fruit has been used to 
make pies and sweet breads and cakes. Cherokees consumed serviceberry tree to help with 
digestion, and other Native Americans used the straight wood to make arrow shafts. When 
serviceberry blooms in the spring you know the eggs of spongy moth (Lymantria dispar dis-
par) are beginning to hatch and it is time to put burlap bands around the trunk of suscepti-
ble hosts. 

• https://plants.newgarden.com/12190005/Plant/609/Robin_Hill_Serviceberry/ 

• https://www.uky.edu/hort/Downy-Serviceberry 

 

Note: This is one of several new tree 
species we may offer in our 2023 BOB! 
Tree Sale. Stay tuned. The sale usually 
opens in December.  

https://plants.newgarden.com/12190005/Plant/609/Robin_Hill_Serviceberry/

