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What’s Up? 
 

The 2022 BOB! 
ANNUAL MEETING 

 

Wednesday, December 14, 
6:00-8:00 pm 

 

Have you been thinking you 
want to help the environment 
on a local level? Come learn 
what BOB!  is doing and how 
you can get involved.  
 

Where? Burlington Municipal 
Offices, 645 Pine St., Burling-
ton, VT. Contact Margaret at 
mskinner@uvm.edu for de-
tails.  
 

ALL ARE WELCOME! 
 

Pizza and soft drinks will be 
served. Bring home-baked 
cookies to share. 
 

Don’t come if you have 
cold, flu or COVID-19 

symptoms. 
 

View from the Tree Tops  

Parting is such sweet sorrow. That is what our fall was this year. The trees lit up 
with brilliant reds and yellows, as if to remind us of the impending dark, grey and cold 
winter. This past November was such a gift, it is hard to see it go. But, the seasons 
march on all the same and we must embrace the changes.   
 

Margaret Skinner, President (mskinner@uvm.edu) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nature Inspired Fiber Arts. Eric Chen, 17, Brooklyn, NY  

It is today’s youth who will be faced with many of the environmental disasters looming. That is 

why it is essential that young people develop an appreciation and interest in trees. It is heartening 

to see the many tree-related artwork featured by the Young Writers Project (YWP) 

(https://youngwritersproject.org/), like the fiber art above. The YWP is an online community of 

young writers, photographers and artists. These young artists deserve recognition and encourage-

ment to feature trees and remind us all how important they are to our wellbeing. 

Branch Out Burlington’s 16th Annual Tree Sale will go live on December 7. 
We are offering an array of fruit and shade trees.  

To place an online order, go to: https://branchoutburlington.org 
Trees sell out quickly so don’t delay to place your order. 

https://branchoutburlington.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Branch-Out-Burlington-114892851925342/
https://twitter.com/BTVTrees
https://www.instagram.com/branchoutburlington/
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu
https://youngwritersproject.org/


 

  

—Pest Alert— 
In late September 2022, US Customs and Border Protection (CBP) agriculture specialists detected four egg masses of the Asian 

spongy moth, Lymantria dispar asiatica, (LDA) on a ship from China docked in New Orleans. LDA is a subspecies of the European 

spongy moth, Lymantria dispar dispar (LDD), that we have become quite familiar with in the past two years. Inspectors are con-

stantly looking for LDA on ships coming from Asia as it poses a more serious threat to our landscape plants than LDD. Unlike 

their close relative, LDA females, which are considerably larger than LDD, can fly 20-25 miles. Female LDD can’t fly at all. LDA 

also has a broader host range than LDD, which prefers oaks and other deciduous trees. LDA was detected in several northwestern 

North American locations in 1991. It reappeared in 1997 in Washington state and North Carolina, and in Oregon in 2000. It was 

believed that these infestations were eradicated. However, there may be a lingering population in Washington, which state pest 

managers are trying to eliminate with the bacteria, Bacillus thuringiensis kurstaki, BTk. The eggs of LDA look essentially the same as 

those of “our” spongy moth. Molecular testing is required to confirm it is LDA. The infested ship was thoroughly inspected and 

after removing the egg masses the ship was allowed to proceed.  

There is no immediate concern for LDA in Vermont, and no need to test egg masses on trees here. However, this story shows 

how easy it is for exotic pests to enter our region.  The CBP routinely intercepts around 264 pest species per day at U.S. ports of 

entry. In this recent LDA interception, inspectors knew the ship was from an area with a high population of the pest. This led 

them to conduct the search and luckily detect the pest before it made it to port. In 2020 between 4,855 and 42,000 ships/day en-

tered the US from China alone. Considering how many ships from Asia arrive at our ports every day, the risk of introductions of 

new exotic pests is a clear and present danger to our environment, but unavoidable given our global economy. This is just another 

cost of doing business. 

Asian spongy moth egg masses detected in New 

Orleans on a ship from China in September 2022. 

My Favorite Tree 
 

By Mica DeAngelis, Burlington resident 

I never thought of myself as a lucky person, at least in terms of 

winning anything like a beautiful red maple tree, named Autumn 

Radiance. But at the 2019 Branch Out Burlington! Tree Keeper 

Training, my name was drawn from a hat!  My husband and I 

planted this beauty in May 2019 in our backyard and in full view 

from our kitchen and dining room windows. It joins three other 

trees purchased from the BOB! tree sales. We also have a plum, 

cherry and red bud, all thriving in our large yard. But this red 

maple, Acer rubrum, is by far my favorite. This September it 

seemed to get redder and redder every day for weeks. As we 

watched it change colors, we placed our lawn chairs near it and 

saw the chickadees and cardinals also enjoying its splendor. As I 

enter my 70’s (gasp!), I find such comfort and joy in all trees, 

those giant white pines in the Centennial Woods, Burlington, 

the saplings in the spring, the majestic oaks that provide shade 

and wildlife habitat, but this little red maple has won my heart 

and I will be enjoying it in all seasons, especially in the fall. 

“The best time to plant a tree was 20 years ago. The sec-

ond-best time is today.” An ancient Chinese Proverb that fits 

the occasion. NOTE: Just imagine how beautiful this tree will 

be when it gets bigger! 



 

 

  

A New Partnership Helps Plant over 500 Trees in 2022 

By Michelle Gates, Director, Vermont Gardening Network 

A collaboration between the Vermont Garden Network, the Vermont Urban & 

Community Forestry Program and Branch Out Burlington! supported the planting and 

care of trees at 54 community growing sites across Vermont. Schools, affordable 

housing sites, non-profits, community gardens, educational centers, a food co-op 

and a library were provided funds, education and technical assistance to plant the 

trees through a new Fruit and Nut Tree grant in 2022.    

Grantees set out to provide free fresh fruit, teach about tree care, land stewardship, 

ecosystems and climate, and bring communities together.  All in all, more than 580 

people volunteered almost 1800 hours to plant 515 fruit and nut trees.  Not only 

did they see a 96% survival rate of trees planted, they succeeded in fostering healthy 

orchards, new community connections and strong student engagement for 20 pro-

jects across the state. 

Visit VGN’s website (https://vtgardens.org/) for a list of 2022 grantees, and to find 

out about the 2023 VT Fruit and Nut Tree grant opportunity (applications accepted 

now until December 16). The grantees say it best; check out a few quotes below. 

“The orchard, though brand new, is already attracting new community members. 
Although it has yet to nourish people with its fruit, it is already supporting the 
community in ways we hadn’t even expected.” 

“The planting day itself was one of the most inspirational gatherings of commu-
nity members we've ever had working together at NBNC. Orchardists, food shelf 
volunteers, preschoolers, ecologists, NBNC members, ‘adoptees’ of memorial 
trees, climate advocates, master gardeners, and more.” - North Branch Nature 
Center, Montpelier, VT 

Bellows Falls Middle School 

North Branch Nature Center 

“We have started a series of school workshops that focus on the history of ap-
ples, and their nutritional value and how to cook with them. Even though the 
trees are too young to produce, we are still using apples from other orchards to 
teach about the new plantings.” - Vermont Farm and Forest School, Roxbury VT  

“Thanks again for offering this grant to enhance our school yard and make It a place 

where we can learn about trees that provide food for us. It is so amazing to be able to 

teach about concepts that can be really abstract (life cycle, ecosystems, climate 

change) and make them more concrete. Also the opportunity for our 5th graders to 

be leaders, learn about the trees, and teach others about them was invaluable. Thank 

you so much!!! You rock!” - Champlain Elementary School 

 

“It’s exciting to add to our community garden, knowing, that our end result for these 

plantings, will be a delicious healthy snack, that we all came together to establish.  See-

ing the joy on the kids faces and the pride they have, was priceless.” - Green Acres Com-

munity Garden 

 

Green Acres Community Garden 

https://vtgardens.org/


 

  
Travels with Trees 

By Travelers Anywhere 

This segment is meant to encourage travelers to keep an eye out for cool trees on your path. We hope it will heighten our aware-
ness of trees that we otherwise might walk by without noticing them. If you see a cool tree, snap a picture and send them to me at 
mskinner@uvm.edu. Include information on the species if you can and what made the tree stand out for you. 

Karla Ferrelli happened upon this ancient 
horse chestnut tree in Portsmouth NH., 
planted in 1776. That makes it 246 years old! 
You know, we had a few beautiful old horse 
chestnuts on Shelburne Street. They were 
cut down to make way for the roundabout. 
How can we ever preserve these old beauties 
in the face of “progress”?  

Phil Pouech noticed this cottonwood, Populus deltoides on Cape Cod. It blew over 
a few years ago, luckily away from the house! The owners planted a new tree but 
left the old one. I would have cleaned it up, but they chose to leave it. Only a 
small part of the root is intact, but that was enough to support a new tree grow-
ing from the fallen giant (in the red circle).   

There’s an amazing and famous Fremont cottonwood, Populus fremontii, 
in front of the Zion Lodge in Zion National Park which I just had the 
pleasure of visiting a few weeks ago. While dwarfed by the surrounding 
cliffs, it really is an enormous tree, standing out in a broad, open lawn. 
During the day, tourists picnic under its branches, and at dusk the mule 
deer come out of the hills to bed down under it. From Roman Vogel 

In the November newsletter, I featured a live oak (Quercus lobata) growing in California, 
draped with what I believed was Spanish moss (Tillandsia usneoides), which I now know 
only occurs in tropical and subtropical climates. In fact, it was lace lichen, Ramalina men-
ziesii. Lace lichen is a beautiful example of symbiosis in nature, combining a fungus and 
algae or cyanobacteria. The fungus helps obtain water and nutrients while the algal com-
ponent photosynthesizes to make food. Lace lichen can grow up to 3 ft long. It is a staple 
in the diet of mule deer and is used by birds to make nests. Because it is highly sensitive 
to sulfur dioxide and other pollutants, it is used to monitor air quality. In 2016 it was offi-
cially recognized as the California state lichen. Anyway, live and learn! To learn more 
about this cool organism, go to: https://lpfw.org/our-region/wildlife/lace-lichen/  

Oops! 

mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu
https://lpfw.org/our-region/wildlife/lace-lichen/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

Profiles of Courage & Beauty  

Sweet Sixteen Apple (Offered in the 2023 BOB! Tree Sale) 

Scientific name: Malus pumila  
 

If ever there was a cultivar to plant in Vermont for quick bearing fruit, Sweet 
Sixteen apple (Malus pumila) is the one. A hybrid cross between Northern spy 
and Frostbite, this lovely apple tree will reach a mature height of 18 feet. Fruit 
may appear at year one.  
 

Like most fruit trees, six hours of direct sunlight each day is ideal. Growing 
well in USDA plant hardiness zone 3–7, and cold hardy to -30°F, this fast-
growing apple tree should do well in the Vermont climate. 
 

In 1977 the Univ. of Minnesota, a well-known plant breeding institution, de-
veloped Sweet Sixteen from parent apples Northern Spy and MN447 (Frost-
bite). With characteristics from both sides, this cultivar turned out to be a 
keeper. Tree height is moderate, fruit medium size with a base color of yel-
low, and striped bright red – pink. Flesh is crisp and juicy and very sweet. Fla-
vor descriptions include notes of spicy cherry candy, bourbon, and vanilla. It 
is a great option for fresh eating. Because they are a cold-climate apple, the 
fruit can be harvested later in the season and will keep for 5-8 weeks in the 
right conditions (https://www.gardeners.com/how-to/how-to-store-ap-
ples/8907.html)  
 

By Tom Roland, BOB! board member. 

Evans Bali Cherry (Offered in the 2023 BOB! Tree Sale) 

Scientific name: Prunus cerasus ‘Evans Bali’  
 

Hardiness Zone: 3 to 9  Height: 15 to 20 ft Width: 10 to 15 ft 
 

Noted for exceptionally high yields, this variety is bathed in stunning clusters 
of fragrant showy white flowers in spring followed by loads of bright red cher-
ries in mid-summer. It has dark green foliage throughout the season. The 
pointy leaves turn an outstanding orange in the fall. It produces dark red 1" 
Morello type cherries that are excellent for baking and fresh eating—primarily 
used as a pie cherry, yet sweet enough to eat fresh. Fruit is also used for jams, 
jellies, cobblers and wines. The fruit is much sweeter than other sour cherries. 
 

Like all tart cherries, ‘Evans Bali’ cherry is self-fertile and it does not require a 
second plant nearby to set fruit. Some sources say it will probably produce 
more and larger fruit with a second cherry planted nearby as a pollinizer. It 
thrives in very cold climates where many other tart cherry varieties fail. 
 

A compact fruit tree, this tree is an ideal size for backyard orchards. It requires 
occasional maintenance and upkeep and is best pruned in late winter once the 
threat of extreme cold has passed. Uniquely hardy with extremely hardy buds. 
Precocious and productive on a naturally dwarfing tree. Some articles list the 
hardiness to zones 3-9, but this is only partly true. In Canada they still sell it 
from root suckers. However, to avoid all the root suckers, most in the US 
grow on a rootstock. These are coldhardy thru zone 4. It prefers average to 
evenly moist conditions and does not tolerate standing water. This plant can 
grow in a variety of soil types. It is highly tolerant of urban pollution. Evans 
Bali cherry was a selection from Alberta Canada. A Mr. Evans collected root 
suckers off the original tree. Bill McKently, of St. Lawrence Nursery in Pots-
dam, NY specialized in super cold hardy fruit varieties. He got Evans into the 
US but re-named it ‘Bali’. ‘Evans Bali’ cherry is also a great choice for attract-
ing birds to your yard (but that means less fruit for you!).  
 
By Jacob Holzberg-Pill, BOB! board member. 

https://www.gardeners.com/how-to/how-to-store-apples/8907.html
https://www.gardeners.com/how-to/how-to-store-apples/8907.html


 

 Crimson Cloud Hawthorn (Offered in the 2023 

BOB! Tree Sale) 

Scientific name: Crataegus laevigata ‘Crimson 
Cloud’ 
 

The Crimson Cloud hawthorn has something for everyone: birds, 
bees and humans. It is a relatively small tree averaging about 25 feet 
tall by 20 feet around. A great urban small garden specimen. It is 
USDA hardy from zone 4B-8B making it a good choice for our re-
gion here in Vermont. The leaves are relatively small and a glossy 
dark green. The leaves are less than 2 inches long, lobed and serrate 
with an ovate shape, narrowing toward the base. The flowers are a 
dark pink to red with a white star in the middle. They are very at-
tractive and fragrant and visited frequently by bees. The flowers 
turn to small, half-inch glossy red fruit. This hawthorn is thornless, 
drought tolerant and grows well in many soil types. As the tree ma-
tures, the form can become a little erratic so keeping it pruned is 
suggested. The tree can be fun to try your hand at creating a bonsai 
or espalier. It grows best in full sun and is resistant to leaf spot dis-
eases. The Crimson Cloud hawthorn is underused and should be 
considered more often as a tough small urban variety.  
 

By Bill Allen, BOB! board member. 

Saturn “donut or UFO” Peach (Offered in the BOB! Tree Sale) 

Scientific name: Prunus persica 
 

The Saturn peach produces flat/donut shaped yellow/red juicy fruit 2-2.75 
inches in diameter. The pit is located where the donut hole would be, and can be 
extracted with a gentle nudging of your thumb. It sits just inside the flesh and is 
not firmly attached like some other peach varieties. After removing the pit, it 
looks like a juicy donut. It is also perfect for canning, preserving, and baking as 
well as eating. The skins are thin and smooth, similar to nectarines with hints of 
almond flavor.  
 

These trees produce radiant pink flowers in the spring and bear a heavy fruit 
crop that ripens in July. Once fruit begins to form, they should be thinned out to 
allow about 6 inches of growing room between each fruit. Prune in early spring 
or late winter, before new growth forms and after the frost has passed. They 
grow only 15-20 tall and thus are perfect for small yards. Suitable for USDA 
plant hardiness zone 5. 
 

The unique fruit shape descended from a wild disc-shaped variety from China. 
Resistant to bacterial leafspot. Self-pollinating, so only one tree is needed to pro-
duce fruit. Prefers fertile, well-drained soil. Plant in full sun so it receives at least 
6 hours of sun daily.   
 

By Kyle Albee, BOB! board member and leader of the Tree Sale. 

The BOB! Mission: We are a group of volunteers who help plant and care for Burlington’s trees. Our goal is to promote a city 

graced with a variety of beautiful, healthy trees, and a community involved with forever expanding and preserving our urban forest. 

Produced by:  The Volunteers of Branch Out Burlington!  
with support from our friends in the Burlington Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Waterfront 

Copyright © 2022 Branch Out Burlington! 

It’s always a good time to buy locally hand-made mugs to share with friends and family. There are 
two styles, latte mugs and tankards in various shades of blue and green.   
 

OR, maybe a hat to keep your head warm (good for all ages)?  
 

Order at: https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/  
 

All funds support our tree planting in Burlington and beyond and trees for VT non-profits.   

https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/

