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What’s Up? 
BOB! 

MONTHLY MEETING 
 

Tuesday, January 10, 6:00-
8:00 pm: Come help us chart 
the course of BOB! for 2023. 
It is held at the office of 
North Star Leasing at 747 
Pine St., Burlington, but the 
entrance is off Sears Lane -   
Take second right into park-
ing lot on Sears Lane. Con-
tact Margaret at mskin-
ner@uvm.edu for details. We 
will try to also arrange for an 
online option for those who 
can’t make it in person. ALL 
ARE WELCOME! Pizza 
and soft drinks will be served. 
 

View from the Tree Tops  

What’s your treeful New Year’s Resolution? With lots of time on our hands, 
now is a good time to chart your course for the coming year. The trees around you 
need your support.  I looked at my 2022 list of resolutions, and I didn’t do so well 
at meeting my goals, so I am scaling back. Here’s my list for 2023: 
  
1. Read at least 2 tree books, The Nature of Oaks by Douglas Tallamy, and the 

Hidden Life of Trees by Peter Wohlleben. I’ll let you know what I learn. 
2. Prune the suckers off all the trees along my commuting route in Burlington. 
3. Look up and appreciate at least 1 tree/day (maybe it’ll keep the doctor away.) 
 

Feel free to share your treeful resolutions. Send them to me by email and I will print 
them to give us all inspiration. 
 

And another thing! What’s up with the weather? It’s giving me 
whiplash, and our plants are suffering too. While I enjoyed the 
mild temperatures, it has some plants confused. A beauty bush,  
Kolkwitzia amabilis, growing near my office burst into flower in  
mid-December. That isn’t good. Sooner or later it had to get cold, 
and we shall see if this beauty survives the shock.   
 

Margaret Skinner, President (mskinner@uvm.edu) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Branch Out Burlington’s 16th Annual Tree Sale is OVER. We sold over 400 fruit and shade trees. Proceeds from 
the sale will support our tree donations (over 43 this year) and other tree-related activities. Thank you to all who 
bought a tree, and don’t forget to pick them up in April! 

“A Life of Good Fortune” by Sophia Guo, 14, Lexington, MA. 

This and other artwork herein are provided by the Young Writers Project (YWP) 

(https://youngwritersproject.org/), a community of young writers, photographers 

and artists. We were invited to share tree-related pieces in our newsletter. 

Do you live in Burlington and would 

like a tree planted in the greenbelt 

in front of your house?  

Now is the time when V.J. Comai, Burling-

ton’s city arborist, makes plans for where 

to plant trees this spring. If you think there 

is a space for a tree, contact V.J. directly at: 

vcomai@burlingtonvt.gov and he will 

check out your site.  

https://branchoutburlington.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Branch-Out-Burlington-114892851925342/
https://twitter.com/BTVTrees
https://www.instagram.com/branchoutburlington/
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu
https://youngwritersproject.org/
mailto:vcomai@burlingtonvt.gov


 

   

Branch Out Burlington! Approved Committees and Membership - January 6, 2022 
Committees Members Purpose 

I TREE ACTIVITY 

A. Tree nursery 
& Volunteer ac-
tivity 

M. Skinner (Chair), V.J. Comai, M. Cita-
rella, W. Spinner, B. Allen, J. Holzberg-Pill, 
S.Rivard, T. Roland, A. Milovsoroff 

Select/order trees for planting, order supplies, coordinate 
planting, care for trees, and recruit volunteers  

B. Tree sale & 
Tree donations 

K. Albee (Chair), K. Ferrelli, B. Allen, V.J. 
Comai, S. Rivard, W. Spinner, B. Johnson 

Select/order trees for sale. Set up website coordinate pay-
ments, organize tree pickup, review tree donation requests.  

II COMMUNICATIONS 

A. Website, So-
cial Media 

K. Ferrelli (Chair), M. Citarella, M. Skinner, 
T. Roland, B. Allen, N. Knox 

Review content and update website; submit material to so-
cial media sites. Prepare newsletter,  

B. Creative ideas B. Allen (chair), S. Rivard, M. Skinner, T. 
Roland 

Develop ideas for BOB! related activities, coordinate ideas 
or delegate the project to others to carry out. 

III PUBLIC RELATIONS, MARKETING, EDUCATION 

A. Events 
  

V.J. Comai, K. Albee, N. Knox, J. 
Holzberg-Pill, W. Spinner  

Tree walk, tree contests, workshops, seminars, etc. 

B. School Initia-
tives 

J. Holtzberg-Pill (Chair), N. Knox, C. 
Munn 

Collaborate with Burlington public school & Parks Dept. 
to plant trees in schools 

IV  AD HOC COMMITTEES  

A. Bylaws 
  

N. Knox (Chair), K. Ferrelli, M. Skinner, J. 
Cassidy, T. Roland 

Review and revise current bylaws, submit them for review, 
complete necessary paperwork to submit to the state. 

2022 Annual BOB! Meeting 

This year marked a dramatic shift in BOB! activities. Though Covid-19 
is not gone, for the first time since 2019, we felt comfortable holding 
our annual meeting in person. We had over 35 attendees, and gave a 
presentation of what we have accomplished in the past year. Wow! We 
were busy. Here are a few highlights: 

✓ Co-hosted the artistic contest with the Young Writers project 
called “Trees: Lifeline for our Planet”. We had 90 entries and re-
ceived many amazing works. It was encouraging to see the con-
cern expressed by these young writers. You can view the winners 
at: https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/trees-lifeline-for-
our-planet/   

✓ Produced a monthly newsletter, that reaches over 1,600 readers. 

✓ Planted ~175 trees in the Burlington Community Tree Nursery. 

✓ Supplied the city with 150 trees from the nursery to plant out. 

✓ Donated over 82 trees to non-profits to over 10 communities. 

✓ Sold 400+ trees in our tree sale to support our tree activities. 

✓ Hosted a tree walk in Lake View Cemetery. 

After sharing our accomplishments, we gave out a few awards (see be-
low) and held our business meeting to elect our officers and board 
members for 2023: 
 

Margaret Skinner, President  Warren Spinner 

Tom Roland, Vice President  Kyle Albee 

Jennifer Cassidy, Treasurer  Bill Allen 

Steve Rivard, Secretary   Jacob Holzberg-Pill 

Maggie Citarella 

Dying Magnificence, By Sophia Guo 13, Lexington, MA 

We have several committees that would benefit from more 
helping hands. Everyone is encouraged to take part. No expe-
rience is necessary, only an interest to contribute. At our Jan-
uary meeting, we will chart the course for 2023, and invite 
you to come learn how you might get involved. Below is a ta-
ble of the 2022 committees and what they do. This will be re-
vised during the meeting. If you can’t make the meeting but 
would like to be on a committee, contact M. Skinner at 
mskinner@uvm.edu  

 

https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/trees-lifeline-for-our-planet/
https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/trees-lifeline-for-our-planet/
mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu


 

 

2022 Annual BOB! Awards 

The work of BOB! wouldn’t happen without the dedication of hundreds of volunteers. At the end of every year, we re-

flect back and select a few people and organization to honor for their service to BOB! Here are this year’s honorees.  

Karla has been involved in Burlington’s urban forest 
for 40 years. She was among the first volunteers who 
planted trees for the 1983 initiative of then mayor 
Bernie Sanders. She was recruited in 1995 to establish 
a citizen tree group for Vermont’s largest city. and 
played a leadership role in founding BOB! She has re-
mained an active member of the board ever since and 
contributing sweat equity in our tree planting activi-
ties. For ~20 years she has been the BOB! treasurer, a 
thankless, but essential position to keep our organiza-
tion solvent.  
 

Karla’s significant contributions to Burlington’s trees 
is well known to us in BOB!, but she has always pre-
ferred to work behind the scenes. Thus, it was fitting 
that she received the unsung hero award in 2019 from 
the VT Urban & Community Forestry Program. Her 
insights into how to manage the group professionally 
and serve the needs of the public have been critical. 
That is why we were sad when she let us know it was 
time to pass the check book on to someone new. 
Though she won’t be the treasurer or webmaster in 
the future, she promises to remain active in BOB!, and 
will be a regular participant at nursery work days. 

   

Karla Ferrelli, Volunteer of the Quarter Century! OnLogic, Corporate Partnership 

Award for the Environment 

Nathan Hoffman, chair of OnLogic’s Sustainability Committee, ap-
proached BOB! in September 2022, asking if how he and his committee 
could contribute to combating climate change through tree planting. 
The rest you might say is history! While September isn’t when we plant 
trees in the nursery, there was lots of work to do to care for the trees. 
Five hardworking volunteers attended our Sept. “Love Our Trees” 
event. They had so much fun, they came back in Oct. with an even 
larger crew to put the trees to bed before winter. Nathan said they thor-
oughly enjoyed themselves, and wanted to stay involved, and do more! 
Well, the stars aligned in 2023. We really needed someone to take over 
management of our website and Nathan has agreed to serve on the 
board and oversee the website and other social media platforms. 
 

OnLogic is an IT engineering company, based in South Burlington. 
They create advanced, powerful, highly-configurable small form factor 
computers (what’s that). They say they empower innovative companies 
worldwide to solve their most complex technology challenges, making 
the seemingly impossible, possible. Hey, that’s just what BOB! needs! 
 

OnLogic team helping at the nursery. 

Karla having FUN at  

the nursery tree planting. 

Demetrios Michaelides, Volunteer of the Year 

Demetrios got involved in the BOB! nursery a few years 
ago, thanks to the urging of Kyle Albee (BOB! board 
member). He has an incredible green thumb and can fix 
any irrigation system. He has been Kyle’s right-hand man 
for the last year, digging up and planting trees in our seed-
ling nursery, which supplies non-profit organizations with 
lots of young trees. What used to be a jungle of seedlings 
has become an orderly array of healthy young stock.  
 He has also helped Kyle 
build bluebird houses that 
were donated to Shel-
burne Farms to give our 
feathered friends a home. 
Demetrios is as elusive as 
the wildlife he captures on 
camera, so all we have are 
a few of his photos. You 
will have to come to a 
nursery event to congratu-
late him in person. 
 



 

  
 

A Quiet Rave 
From Joel Baird, Burlington, VT 

Can botanical bliss be attained through ignorance? 
I’m not intellectually equipped to argue either way. 

Some of the most ardent of tree-lovers are notoriously 
well-informed as well as nearly fluent in Latin. Others 
express their sylvan affections as in a gauzy, dreamy ro-
mance — one rich with dappled shade, willowy winds 
and of course, hugs. 

I can’t say I dwell comfortably at either end of that 
spectrum. My credentials lie somewhere between the 
extremes. My temperament is a hybrid. 

Here’s how I think this came to be: 

Dipping now and then into the ocean of scientific liter-
ature about trees, as I do, has left me in awe of how lit-
tle I know and understand. 

Now here’s the cool part: Every honest biologist I’ve 
encountered shares that same quality of awe. They, 
too, are star-struck by the ever-expanding universe of 
secrets that trees harbor. 

Experts and newbies — even romantic poets — seem to delight in the kind of learning that can’t be measured with a yard-
stick. Count me in. 

This all may sound hunky dory, but I do have a major gripe. I cannot tolerate for more than a few minutes anyone whose 
primary appreciation of trees is through a car’s windshield. 

It’s a prejudice that has become more deeply ingrained with time. 

As an amateur scientist, I have an amateurish and simple explanation. Cars and even bicycles propel the human body too 
quickly past trees. There’s a disconnect. There’s a shrinking of the senses; a diminishment of pleasure. And who wants that? 

To be sure, passengers (and to a lesser extent, drivers) can appreciate patterns of growth and decay on a hillside. And, those 
blurred views can lead to valuable insights — provided the auto-safari leads to boots on the ground. 

 
I should find a special place within my heart to 
pity bipeds who remain caged. Or at the very 
least, find ways to lure them outside. 

Meanwhile, call me ill-spirited, biased and 
cranky. In my book, walking among and be-
neath trees is the only real deal. What better way 
to observe, study and admire woodlands? 

To elaborate on my quack theory: Slower speeds 
— speeds at which our distant ancestors devel-
oped a keen understanding of trees — routinely 
open my urban-addled brain to something bet-
ter. Even if it’s just more ignorance, and magic. 

Cottonwood, Populus deltoides, Shelburne, VT, by J. Baird 

Paper birch, Betula papyrifera Shelburne, VT  

by J. Baird 

 

Here’s a link to id trees by their bark in winter: 

https://extension.unh.edu/blog/2019/03/bark-

great-way-identify-trees-winter  

https://extension.unh.edu/blog/2019/03/bark-great-way-identify-trees-winter
https://extension.unh.edu/blog/2019/03/bark-great-way-identify-trees-winter


 

 

 

  

Travels with Trees 

By Travelers Anywhere 

This segment is meant to encourage travelers to keep an eye out for cool trees on your path. We hope it will heighten our 
awareness of trees that we otherwise might walk by without noticing them. If you see a cool tree, snap a picture and send 
them to me at mskinner@uvm.edu. Include information on the species if you can and what made the tree stand out for you. 

 

Do you know a school or public space that needs a tree  
to make their space more beautiful? 

 
Every year, BOB! gives away trees to local schools, towns and non-profits with space for one.  

To apply, go to: https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/get-a-tree-program/ 

This is a 600-year old ginko tree, Ginko biloba, I met back in 2014 
at Hanok Village in Jeonju City in South Korea. I loved it be-
cause it was preserved in a place of prominence even though it 
was showing its age (What can you expect after 600 years!). It was 
located in the main road, and protected from harm even though 
its position was likely a hinderance to progress and commerce. 
Upon further investigation I learned that the ginko is likely one 
of the oldest trees on earth based on the fossil records. Peter 
Crane from the Yale School of Forestry has found leaves in 200-
million year-old fossils that are ancestors of the ginko. So, when 
you look at a ginko (many have been planted along Burlington’s 
streets), you are looking at a living fossil. How cool is that!   
https://e360.yale.edu/features/peter_crane_his-
tory_of_ginkgo_earths_oldest_tree  

Margaret Skinner 

 

 

 

It’s always a good time to buy locally hand-made latte mugs 
to share with friends and family. There are four colors, dark 
blue, sea foam, moss green and mottled blue.   
 

OR, how about a hat to protect you from the sun (good for 
all ages)? It is a great way to show you care about our trees. 
 

Order at:  
https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/  
 

All funds support our tree planting in Burlington and be-
yond and trees for VT non-profits.   

Love Tree. Elise Cournoyer, 13, Richmond, VT 

mailto:mskinner@uvm.edu
https://branchoutburlington.org/programs/get-a-tree-program/
https://e360.yale.edu/features/peter_crane_history_of_ginkgo_earths_oldest_tree
https://e360.yale.edu/features/peter_crane_history_of_ginkgo_earths_oldest_tree
https://branchoutburlington.org/donate/merchandise/


 

 

 

The BOB! Mission: We are a group of volunteers who help plant and care for Burlington’s trees. Our goal is to promote a city 

graced with a variety of beautiful, healthy trees, and a community involved with forever expanding and preserving our urban forest. 

Produced by:  The Volunteers of Branch Out Burlington!  
with support from our friends in the Burlington Dept. of Parks, Recreation & Waterfront 

Copyright © 2023 Branch Out Burlington! 

Tom Roland, BOB! Vice President  
 

American Elm: Part I 

Scientific name: Ulmus americana  

Is that really a large American elm growing in front of the Shelburne Kwiniaska golf course on 

Spear Street in Shelburne? In all seasons this magnificent tree stands out in the landscape. Af-

ter all, how many elms of this age and stature also serve as a signpost for its business? 

Ulmus americana is less commonly known as the White elm or water elm. This deciduous native 

to eastern North America is found in Nova Scotia, west to Montana and Alberta, and even 

south to Florida and central Texas. Zones 3-9. Usually growing to a mature height of 60 to 80 

feet, the “Kwiniaska Elm” is a perfect example of this stately tree in maturity. The “Sauble 

Elm” in Bruce County, Ontario germinated in 1701 and survived 267 years after growing to an 

unimaginable height of 140 feet. 

Graceful and stately, American elm is easy to transplant and fast growing. Strongly upright, 

with a sturdy trunk, branches arch overhead to form a vase- shaped canopy. The bark is dark 

gray, ridged and furrowed. Leaves are elliptical, 3-6 inches long, and 1-3 inches wide, and me-

dium to dark green. Fall color is yellow. This tree is easily transplantable and was the most 

popular tree planted in the first half of the 20th century. Highly adaptable in acid and high pH 

soils, it does well even in difficult city street environments. With the recent introduction of 

new cultivars, the species is making a comeback in the city landscape. Today it is mostly found 

on campuses and in parks but there is nothing left of the tall cathedral archways provided by 

American elms in the early 20th century. Many old photographs tell the story of how these 

trees created magnificent shady allees along boulevards of American cities and parks.  

The story of the American elm is not complete without the story of Dutch Elm Disease 

(DED). Much of the urban forests of a hundred years ago, dominated by elm street plantings, 

were destroyed by this fungal plague (Ophiostoma ulmi). To find out what happened to these 

stately trees and what is happening to bring them back to our landscape, check out Part II of 

this story in next month’s BOB! newsletter. 

 


